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A Catholic Monthly Devote: ,, 


Church Unity and the Missions 


During the long years of its existence as a Catholic magazine, THe Lamp has 
provided for its readers every month an array of iNtaresting articles on timely topics, 
supplemented by clean, wholesome fiction stories. /\t the same time the publication has 
maintained the two-fold purpose for which it cam, jn, being, namely: 


1. By the constant exposition of the trip. of Holy Mother Church to 

° : 4 ~ catie > > . ae 
win the submission of all Christians to theOne True Fold, the Divine Center 
of Unity, under the jurisdictior-4""Gur Holy Father, the Pope, as the Vicar 


of Christ. 


2. To pronaate the Faith by rendering every possible support to the 
Mission Cause, ice., by the education and training of laborers to work in 
the Lord’s Vineyard, and by encouraging our Catholic Faithful to be mind- 
ful in their charity for the various good works of the Church. 


We are anxious to build up the circulation of Tut Lamp. It can be done easily 
if each present subscriber will cooperate by asking one or more friends to subscribe. 


The subscription price of THe Lamp is one dollar per year or twenty-five dol- 
lars for life. Single copies, ten cents. 


Remittances should be sent by post office or express money order, bank draft or 
registered letter. Please be careful to state what the money you send is for; whether 
it isa senegal, 4-héw Subscription, or a donation of some sort. 


Man iscrFpts:sWe accept no responsibility for loss of manuscripts sent to us, or 
. for their return, if ynaccompanied by return stamped addressed envelope. 
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Correspondence — Address editorial communications and subscriptions to: 


THE LAMP, Graymoor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. 
































The 
UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


“For Sion's sake I will not hold my Peace and for the sake of 


Jerusalem 1 will not rest until the JUST ONE comes forth as 


BRIGHTNESS, and her SAVIOUR be lighted as a LAMP 
Isaias LXII, 1.” 
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THIS MONTH 


Y} 


A blessed and peaceful New Year! That 
is our wish to all Lamp subscribers and read- 
ers for 1949. We hope that month by month 
The Lamp will continue to be a welcome vis- 
itor to their homes. This year’s covers will 
be scenes from Graymoor and other houses 
of the Society of the Atonement. We trust 
that they will be found attractive and sig- 
nificant. The first, of the Corpus Christi 
Cross at the top of the Mount of the Atone- 
ment, was snapped by one of our students. 


“That they all may be One!” January 18 
to 25 marks the forty-first annual Church 
Unity Octave. The world is in the throes of 
disruption that can be healed only by broth- 
erhood among men. Prayer is the greatest 
factor that can lead to the realization of that 
brotherhood. Those who read The Lamp can 
be apostles of this prayer movement by bring: 
ing the Octave to the attention of their 
families and friends, and spreading informa: 
tion about the services held in the various 


churches. 


The article on the Ruthenians is the first 
of a series on Eastern Catholics in the United 
States. Information about our fellow Cath- 
olics of the Oriental rites is still limited, 
though their very existence is a powerful 
manifestation of the genuine unity that ex- 
ists within the bosom of the One, Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, a unity of 
faith that permits great variety in liturgical 
expression. Further articles on the Ukrain- 
ians, Armenians, Melchites, Maronites, and 
Chaldeans will follow during 1949. 


The biographical story of the life and 
work of Father Paul of Graymoor, which 
was begun in The Lamp one year ago this 
month, continues to be of absorbing interest 
to our readers and their friends in all parts 
of the country. Many express the hope that 
the story of the Father Founder of the So- 
ciety of the Atonement will be issued in the 
more permanent form of a book that may be 
read and reread as an exposition of how “all 
things work together for good in those who 


love God.” 





Tragedy stalks the world as a new year opens. In the 
east, the crimson banners of Communist soldiers advance 
on new strongholds. Poverty-stricken 

TROUBLED and in despair, refugees keep fleeing 
DAWN from the hordes, until 
death releases them from their per- 

In the west, the gloom that has settled 
down on Communist-occupied and controlled countries 


oncoming 
petual retreat 


obliterates any trace of light. Though in theory at peace, 
the west is uneasy, and whole peoples tremble at the 
prospect of the impending storm. 


In an upper room in the massive group of buildings 
known as the Vatican, a solitary figure kneels in prayer. 
More than any other individual in the 


world, he feels the afflictions that sorely 


AT THE 
HELM 


beset mankind. In his keeping is the 
Church of God, and on his shoulders 
rests the responsibility of assuaging the 
pains of four hundred million of his children. Though 
in constant touch with the heads of nations, and daily 
receiving the reports of his representatives from far-off 
countries, final decisions that will affect the well-being 


of humanity are his alone 


He feels the misery of the refugees in China; he suf- 
fers the pangs of hunger along with the displaced 
persons of the world; he awaits the 

BUT NOT scourees that are 
ALONE in the captive countries of the west 
One _ thought 

certain knowledge that what he does is with the coopera 
tion of the Prince of Peace, the Consoler of the Afflicted 


soon to be unleashed 


alone sustains him—the 


And though the needs of the faithful are manifold, 
the Hely Father is concerned above all with the desires 
of God. The prayer of Christ “That 

CHARTERED they 
COURSE 


all may be one” is never far 
from his thoughts. On January 18 
that prayer will be paramount in 
his devotions, for on the feast of the Chair of Christ’s 
Vicar cn earth will begin the Church Unity Octave, a 
prayer period sanctioned by his predecessors and made 
more solemn by himself 


It is a rather remarkable thing that in a world where 

a million problems need immediate answers that Chris- 

tiars can turn their attention to a 

THE COURSE 
IS CERTAIN 


purely spiritual request, and make 


the plea that “all may be one” in 
the Unity of Christ 
the questions that beset them can be unravelled only by 


But perhaps 


Ju Focus 


K 


better conformity to the standards of Christ. Were a 
greater part of the world concerned with this plea of 
Our Saviour, thousands of these problems would have 


their solution 


Nineteen hundred years after Our Lord showed the 
world the way to peace and true brotherhood, it still 
founders amidst hostilities and 
bitterness. No one is more aware 
of this than the Holy Father. His 
desire is that all have a chance 
for earthly peace and that measure of prosperity that 
will make their lives a worthy preparation for eternity. 
And so he can merge all the objects of his prayers into 


ROOM FOR 
PASSENGERS 


this one, for the furtherance of brotherhood among men 
by the submission of all of them to the pattern laid down 
by God. In doing this, he gives an example that all who 
cherish the teachings of the Church should imitate 


What though half the world is pagan? the Light of 
the World gave Its radiance to the few faithful dis- 
ciples, who enkindled Its fire 
COOPERATORS through all the vast reaches of 
the Roman Empire. What though half the Christian 
world is cut asunder from the Church? There still re- 
mains a foundation of faith in the Gospel of Peace on 
the part of those who are separated, a foundation on 
which the rest can be built up. What though those in 
the Church are cold to the pleas of their Saviour? A 
Francis of Assisi, by a life of prayer and sacrifice, could 
warm the hearts of millions with new love for God. 


The figure in the Vatican walks, in a sense, alone. 
But with him in spirit walk all those who treasure the 
devotion of the Church Unity Octave. 
They, like him, feel the sufferings of 
mankind. And they, like him, realize 


TOWARDS 
HARBOR 


the one solution—the Unity of men 
in the One Fold 


joy and life to the world by making it concerned with 


that will give new 


the teachings of Christ. Theirs, too, are the same means 
the Holy Father uses 
that Almighty God will be certain to answer the dying 
plea of His Divine Son—* That they all may be One.” 
The renewal and intensification of this plea at a time 


resolute prayer in the conviction 


when the outlook for the world is gloomy is a powerful 
portent for peace among men. For after all, discord and 
strife afflicts the world because of the violent contrasts 
in human objectives that spring from clashing ideals. One 
ideal, preached by Jesus of Nazareth, continues to gleam 
with undiminished vigor after two thousand years. Prayer 


can bring the whole world to consciousness of this ideal. 
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Au Urgent Call 
le the World 


prom the 
Vicar of Christ 


L AST Christmas, when we asked your prayers and 
cooperation on this same feast day, we expressed 
the hope that the year 1948, then about to begin, might 
be for Europe and for the whole society of nations tor- 
mented by so much disunion, a year of earnest recon 
struction, and the beginning of a rapid advance toward 
true peace 

Today, at the end of a year which began so hopefully, 
our paternal voice again invites you, the upright and 
thoughtful, the sincere Christians, to ponder over the 
present state of humanity and of Christendom, and to 
consider what plan should be adopted to advance sin- 
cerely and securely along the path pointed out by the 
exacting necessities of the times and by your own 
conscience 

Any clear-sighted person who has the moral strength 
and courage to look truth squarely in the face, even if 
it be painful and humiliating, must fully recognize that 
this year of 1948, which dawned full of high and well 
founded expectations, appears now at its close to have 
arrived at one cf those crucial points, where the path 
which previously disclosed pleasant vistas seems to pose 
instead on the brink of a precipice where pitfalls and 
dangers fill good and generous people with increasing 
anxiety. 

Nevertheless, or rather for this very reason, beloved 
sons and daughters, while faint-heartedness begins to 
overcome the minds even of the courageous, and doubts 
assail the most enlightened and determined men, we feel 
ourselves more than ever obliged to answer the divine 
To all of you, even 
those at the extremities of the earth, we send as our 


command: “Confirma fratres tuos.”” 


Christmas greeting, the words by which the prophet an- 

nounced the work of redemption and the decisive vic- 

tory of the reign of Christ: “Strengthen (ye) the feeble 

hands, and confirm the weak knees. Say to the faint- 

hearted: Take courage and fear not; behold your God 
will come and will save you” (Is. 35, 3-4). 


“Two-fold Sacred Duty” 


As the successor of him to whom the divine promise 


Pope Pius XII 


was addressed: “I have prayed for you” (Luke xxiii, 
32), we know full well that when the fight against the 
powers of darkness is most arduous and enters phases 
that are decisive and humanly speaking alarming, it is 
then that the Lord is all the closer to His Church and 
His faithful. Fully convinced and aware of this divine 
assistance, we remind all those who glory in the name 
of Catholic Christians of 
pensable for the bettering of the present condition of 
human society: 


two-fold sacred duty indis- 


1. Unshakable fidelity to the heritage of truth brought 
to the world by the Redeemer. 

2. Conscientious fulfillment of the precept of justice 
and love, necessary presupposition for the triumph on 
earth of a social order worthy of the divine King of 
Peace. 

We would fail in gratitude to the Almighty, giver of 
all grace, and finisher of every good, if we did not recog: 
nize that the year now ceming to a close, despite all its 
anxieties and sufferings, was also rich in spiritual con- 
solations, in happy experiences and encouraging success. 
It was a year in which the Church, among all peoples 
and in every country and continent, has given unmis- 
takable and splendid proofs of life and vigor, of activity 
and resistance and of rapid progress. And those rot only 
justify the brightest hopes in the spiritual field but have 
also produced tangible results in the titanic debate in 
which the human race finds itself involved while strug- 
gling for its healing and its peace 

A glorious series of religious functions, of Eucharistic 
and Marian Congresses, of important centenary cele- 
brations and impressive gatherings have proved to any 












impartial observer that neither the war nor its aftermath, 
f the enemies of Christ in their dis- 
cordant and destructive plans have been able to dry up 
or contaminate the limpid sources whence the Church 
has drawn its strength for nearly twenty 


nor the tenacity « 


life-giving 
centuries. Everywhere there is a quickening and throb- 
bing of life which strives, especially among Catholic 
youth, to bring the gospel truths and the salutary force 
of its doctrine into all the spheres of human activity; 
its aim is to help and save even those who up to the 
present have closed their hearts to such beneficent action 
with great loss to themselves. 

The severe trials the Church has undergone because 
of the war and its aftermath, the painful losses and 
serious injury she has sustained, have served only to give 
more comforting and encouraging proof of her energy 
and resistance. Tossed about by the storm and waves, 
she has kept intact and inviolate her vital fiber; in all 
those countries where to profess the Catholic faith really 
means to suffer persecution there have been and there 
are still thousands of valiant men and women who, un- 
dismayed by sacrifices, proscriptions and torture, and 
fearless in the face of prison and death, do not bow the 
knee before the Baal of might and power (Cf. 3 Reg 
19, 18) 

Their names are unknown for the most part to the 
general public; but they are written in indelible charac- 
ters in the annals of the Church. It is for us a duty to 
honor those faithful valiant people, these tireless, cour- 
ageous chosen ones, who are blessed by God. For them 
the hardships of the present time, the sorrows and the 
maternal tears of the Christ are neither a 
stumbling block nor foolishness, but an occasion and a 
stimulus to show forth, not in words but by actions, the 


spouse of 


integrity and unselfishness of their purpose, their un- 
flinching fidelity and the sublime generosity of their 
hearts. Words fail to pay a worthy tribute and extol 
in a fitting way the heroism of these most faithful 
among the faithful. To each one of them we express 
our praise and our gratitude. The Lord, who promised 
to remember before his Heavenly Father those who con- 
fessed him before men (Cf. Matth. 10,32) will be their 
eternal recompense. 

If the constancy and steadfastness of so many brethren 
in the faith is a source of joy and holy pride for us, we 
cannot pass over the obligation of mentioning those also 
whose thoughts and sentiments bear the imprint of the 
spirit and difficulties of the times; how many have suf- 
fered harm, and how many have been shipwrecked in 
their faith and in their very belief in God; how many 
carried away by a wave of secularism or hostility toward 
the Church have lost the freshness and the serenity of a 
faith which up till then had been the support and the 
light of their lives. Others, violently uprooted and torn 
from their native soil, wander aimlessly about, exposed, 
particularly in the case of the young, to a spiritual and 
moral ruin, the danger of which it would be impossible 
to over-estimate. 


%& = UT OMNES UNUM 





SINT 


The maternal eye of the Church follows with watch- 
ful love and redoubled care the souls of those temporarily 
lost or in danger. She is she prays, not 
condemns. 

She waits: 


not angry; 
is waiting the return of those children of 
hers and is anxious to find means of hastening that hour. 
That is why the Church shrinks from no sacrifice, finds 
no trouble too burdensome to such an end. She is ready 
for everything; except one thing: that she be not asked 
to gain the return of the children who have left her— 
either in the distant past or recently—at the expense of 
any diminution or tarnishing of the deposit of Christian 
faith confided to her keeping. 

It seems to us that a brief clarification is opportune 
with respect to some harsh statements against the Cath- 
olic Church and the Papacy uttered by certain dissidents. 
Our duty of charity and of love is certainly not lessened 
by attacks or by insults; we know how to distinguish 
between the people, often deprived of freedom, and the 
systems which rue them. We are cognizant of the servile 
dependence that some representatives of a religion called 
“orthodox” display toward a concept of life whose ulti- 
repeatedly 
of all trace of Christian religion 


elimination 
We are not 


of the harrowing path that must be traveled by many of 


goal proclaimed—is the 


mate 


unaware 


our beloved sons and daughters, whom a public system 


f violence has driven to cut themselves formally away 
from the mother church to which their deepest convic- 
tions united them. With profound emotion we admire 
the heroic steadfastness of some, with deep sorrow and 
unfeigned paternal affection we witness the spiritual 
anguish of those whose external resistance has given way 
under the excess of unjust pressure and outwardly ac- 
cepted a separation which their heart abhors and their 
conscience reproves. 


Stresses Social Doctrines 


Fidelity to the divine patrimony of truth confided to 
the church does not in any way condemn the Catholic 
Christian—as not a seem to believe— 
to an attitude of difhdent reserve or cold indifference in 
the face of the grave and urgent duties of the present 
hour. 


few believe or 


On the contrary, the spirit 
Lord, who came to seek and save what was lost; the 
commandment of and, generally speaking, the 
special significance which radiates from the good tidings; 
the history of the Church which proves how she has 


and the example of our 


le ve, 


always been the staunch and constant support of every 
force for good and for peace; the teachings and exhorta- 
tions of the Roman pontiffs, especially in the course of 
recent decades, dealing with the conduct of Christians 
towards the neighbor, society and the State; all this serves 
to proclaim the believer's duty to take his share, gener- 
ously, courageously and according to his station and 
capacity, in questions that a tormented and agitated 
world has to solve in the field of social justice, no less 
than on the international plane of law and peace. 
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A convinced Christian cannot confine himself within 
n easy and egoistical “isolationism,” when he witnesses 
the needs and the misery of his brothers; when pleas for 
1elp come to him from those in economic distress; when 
he knows the aspirations of the working classes for more 
when he is aware of 
economic which puts money 
above social obligations; when he is not ignorant of the 


normal and just conditions of life; 
the abuses of an system 
iberrations of an intransigeant. nationalism which denies 
9 spurns the common bonds linking the separate nations 
together, and imposing on each one of them many and 
varied duties towards the great family of nations. 

The Catholic doctrine on the State and civil society 
has always been on the principle that in keeping with 
the will of God the nations form together a community 
with a aim and duties. Even when 
the proclamation of this principle and its practical con- 
sequences the Church 
denied her assent to the erroneous concept of an abso- 
lutely divested of all 


common common 


gave rise to violent reactions, 


autonomous sovereignty social 


obligations. 
Catholic Internationalism 


The Catholic Christian, persuaded that every man is 
his neighbor and that every nation is a member, with 
equal rights, of the family of nations, cooperates whole- 
heartedly in efforts beginnings 
might be meager and which frequently encounter strong 


those generous whose 
opposition and obstacles, but which aim at saving indi- 
vidual from the self-centered 
mentality. This latter attitude of mind has been largely 
responsible for the conflicts of the past, and unless 
finally overcome or at least held in check could lead to 
new conflagrations that might death to 
civilization. 


states narrowness of a 


mean human 

Since the cessation of hostilities men have never been 
so obsessed as today by the nightmare of another war 
and by anxiety for the peace. They alternate between 
two extremes. Some adopt the ancient motto, not com- 
pletely false, but which is easily misunderstood and has 
often been misused: Si vis pacem para bellum; if you 
desire for Others think to find 
safety in the formula: peace at all costs! Both parties 
want peace while both endanger it; on one side by arous- 


peace, prepare war. 


ing distrust, on the other by promoting a security which 
can prepare the way for aggression. Thus both, without 
wishing it, compromise the cause of peace at the very 
time when the human race, crushed under the weight 
of armaments and in agony at the prospect of fresh and 
even worse conflicts, shudders at the thought of a future 
catastrophe, hence we should like to point out briefly 
the characteristics of a real Christian will for peace. 

1. The Christian will for peace comes from God. He 
is the “God of peace” (Rom. 15:33); He has created 
the world to be an abode of peace; He has given his 
commandment of peace, that “tranquillity in order” of 
which St. Augustine speaks. 

The Christian will for peace has its weapons too. But 
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SINT % 


its principal arms are those of prayer and love; constant 
prayer to the Father in Heaven, Father of us all; broth- 
erly love among all men and all nations, since all are 
sons of the same Father who is in heaven; love which, 
with patience, always succeeds in being disposed and 
understanding and agreement with 


ready to achieve 


every one 

These two arms have their source in God, and when 
they are lacking, where people only know how to wield 
material weapons, there can be no real will for peace. 
For purely material armament necessarily awakens dis- 
trust, and creates what amounts to a climate of war. Who 
then can fail to see how important it is for the nations 
to preserve and strengthen the Christian way of life, 
and how grave is their responsibility in the selection and 
supervision of those to whom they intrust the immediate 
control of armaments? 

2. The Christian will for peace is easily identified. 
Obedient to the divine precept of peace, it will never 
turn a question of national prestige or honor into an 
argument for war or even for a threat of war. It is very 
careful to avoid recourse to the force of arms in the 
defense of rights which, however legitimate, do not offset 
the risk of kindling a blaze with all its tremendous spir- 
itual and material consequences. 

Here, likewise, the responsibility of the nations is 
perfectly clear with respect to the paramount problems 
of the education of youth and the moulding of public 
opinion, which modern methods and instruments render 
so sensitive and changeable today, in every department 
of a nation’s life. But this influence must be carefully 
exerted to support the common interest of all states in 
the defense of peace. Every violator of the law should 
be banished in disgrace to solitary confinement by civil 
society, as a disturber of the peace. May the United 
Nations organization become the full and faultless ex- 
pression of this international solidarity for peace, erasing 
from its institutions and its statutes every vestige of its 
origin which was of necessity a solidarity in war; 

3. The Christian will for peace is practical and realis- 
tic. Its immediate aim is to remove, or at least to mitigate 
the causes of tension which aggravate the danger of war 
morally and materially. These causes are, among others, 
chiefly the comparative scantiness of national territory 
and the want of raw materials. So instead of sending 
foodstuffs, at enormous expense, to groups, 
crowded into the best place available, why not facilitate 
the emigration and immigration of families directing 
them to countries where they will find more readily the 
food they need? And instead of restricting production, 
often for no just reason, why not allow the people to 
produce to the limit of its normal capacity and so gain 
its daily bread as the reward of its own labor, rather 
than receive it as a gift? Finally, instead of setting up 
barriers to prevent one another's access to raw materials, 
why not make their use and exchange free of all un- 
necessary restrictions, especially of those which created 
a harmful situation of economic disparity? 


refugee 








Condemns Aggressive War 


4. The Christian will for means 


strength, not weakness or weary resignation. It is com- 


genuine peace 
pletely one with the will for peace of eternal and al- 
mighty God. Every war of aggression against these goods 
which the divine plan for peace obliges men uncondi- 
tionally to respect and guarantee and accordingly to pro- 
tect and defend, is a sin, a crime, an outrage against the 
majesty of God, the creator and ordainer of the world. 

A people threatened with an unjust aggression, or 
already its victim, may not remain passively indifferent, 
if it would think and act 
more does the solidarity of the family of nations forbid 
attitude of 
apathetic neutrality, who will overmeasure the harm 


as befits Christians; all the 


others to behave as mere spectators, in an 
already caused in the past by such indifference to war 
of aggression, which is quite alien to the Christian in 
stinct? How much more keenly has it brought home to 
“small,” the sense of 
their insecurity? Has it brought any advantage in recom 


the “great” and specially to the 


pense? On the contrary; it has only reassured and en- 
couraged the authors and fomentors of aggression, while 
it obliges the several peoples, left to themselves, to in- 
crease their armaments indefinitely. 


Resting for support on God and on the order He 


established, the Christian will for peace is thus as strong 
as steel. Its temper is quite different from mere humani- 
tarian sentiment, too often little more than a matter of 
pure impression, ‘which detests war only because of its 
horrors and atrocities, its destruction and its aftermath, 
but not for the added reason of its injustice. Such a 
sentiment, under a hedonistic and utilitarian disguise, 
and materialistic in its source, lacks the solid foundation 
of a strict and unqualified obligation. It creates condi- 
tions which encourage the deception resulting from sterile 
compromise the attempt to save oneself at the expense 


of others, and the success in every case of the aggressor. 


This is so true neither the sole consideration of the 
sorrows and evils resulting from war, nor the careful 
weighing of the act against the advantage, avail to deter 
mine finally, whether it is morally licit, or even in 
certain concrete circumstances obligatory (provided 
always there be solid probability of success) to repel an 


aggressor by force of arms. 
Peace a “Divine Law” 

One thing, however, is certain; the commandment of 
peace is a matter of divine law. Its purpose is the pro- 
tection of the goods of humanity, inasmuch as they are 
gifts of the Creator. Among these goods some are of 
such importance for society, that it is perfectly lawful 
to defend them against unjust aggression. Their defense 
is even 


for the nations as a whole who 
have a duty not to abandon a nation that is attacked. 

The certainty that this duty will not go unfulfilled 
will serve to discourage the aggressor and thus war will 
be avoided, or, if the worst should come, its sufferings 
will at least be lessened. 


an_ obligation 
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In this way a better meaning is given to the dictum: 
“Si vis pacem para bellum,” as also to the phrase “peace 
at all What really matters is the sincere and 
Christian will for peace. We are compelled to it surely 
by the 


costs.” 
following considerations: the spectacle of the 
ruins of the last war, the silent reproach which rises 
from the great cemeteries where the tombs of the vic- 
tims of ranks, the still 
unsatisfied longing of prisoners and refugees to return 
home, the anguish and dereliction of many political cap- 
tives weary of unjust persecution. But we ought to find 


war are marshalled in endless 


a still greater incentive in the potent word of the divine 
commandment of the gently penetrating glance 


of the Divine Child in the manger. 


peace 
Listen to the admirable words of the Apostle of the 
Gertiles ringing out in the night like the bells of Christ- 
mas—he, too, was once a slave to petty prejudices of 
national and racial pride laid low with him on the road 
to Damascus; “He (Christ Jesus) is our He has 
. killing all enmities in His 


and He is come to announce peace to 


peace: 
made the two nations one 
own person 
you that were afar off, and peace to them that were 
nigh” (Ep. 2:2,14,16,17). 

Hence at the present hour, with all the power at our 
command we conjure you, beloved sons and daughters 
f the entire world; work for a peace that is in accord- 
ance with the heart of the Redeemer. 


Orders Efforts for Peace 


Together with all upright men who, even though not 


fighting in your ranks, are united with you in the com- 
munity of this ideal, work strenuously for the propaga- 
tion and triumph of the Christian will for peace. 

It is, however, with special confidence that we turn 
to Catholic youth. The unforgettable demonstrations of 
last September, brought to Rome, in an unprecedented 
multitude, the representatives of Catholic youth from 
the most diverse nations. They gave unmistakable proof 
of their solidarity in the will for peace. 

From the steps of our patriarchal Vatican basilica, on 
that occasion we blessed in paci: the house of peace, cal- 
culated to give to the youth of the Catholic world gath- 
ered in front of the Dome of St. realization 
that they belong to one great family which embraces 


Peter's a 


all its sons with equal love. To you, young people, who 
bear in the flower of your age the responsibility of a 
tomorrow still so uncertain we say: be not content with 
building the Domus Pacis on the Via Aurelia. That is 
one of devotedness and determination in making of the 
world itself a Domus Pacis, over which the spirit and 
the promises of Bethlehem may reign serenely and wheré 
afflicted humanity may find peace at long last. 

With this hope we inveke the protection of the Most 
High on all peoples and nations, especially on these whi 
more than others are exposed to the threat of war, to 
unrest and to devastation. 

And on this Christmas Eve why should our thought 


(Continued on page 8) 
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The Church Unity Octave 


by Lewis Furlan, S.A. 


HE remarkable vision of the late beloved Father 
Founder of the Society of the Atonement is no- 
where more manifest than in the story of the 

growth and development of the Church Unity Octave. 
Father Paul was Ged’s humble instrument in instituting 
this eight-day period of prayer for the unity of all men 
in the One Fold of Christ under the authority of His 
Vicar. Our Blessed Lord’s priestly prayer on the night 
before His passion and death was the inspiration for the 
Church Unity Octave. 

Truly the simile of the mustard seed in the Gospel is 
most appropriate in describing the phenomenal growth 
of this movement of prayer. First observed only by a 
small and insignificant community of Anglican friars 
and nuns with their few lay associates, it is now univer 
sally observed throughout the Christian world. The Holy 
Father himself, in continuation of a custom inaugurated 
by his predecessor, Pope Pius XI, offers his private Mass 
on the opening day of the Octave for its intentions. 
And in countless places all over the world, in spacious 
basilicas and cathedrals, in churches and in chapels, the 
Catholic faithful gather to pray “that all may be one.” 

Here in our own country the Church Unity Octave 
is observed with a devotion and a fervor which is second 
to none anywhere in the world. The sublime end for 
which this prayer movement was instituted has inspired 
our Catholic Americans to work and pray for its attain- 
ment. In almost every diocese of this country the official 
prayer of the Church Unity Octave is of obligation every 
day during the week from January 18 to January 25. 
By order of the respective Ordinaries, it is said with 
the other prayers prescribed after the celebration of Low 
Mass 

In many places, however, the observance of the Church 
Unity Octave is marked with great solemnity. The Na 
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on the 
campus of the Catholic University of America is an out- 
standing example of this. Each succeeding year has wit- 
nessed a more elaborate program until today this observ- 
ance is without parallel in this country. This year, for 
example, one Archbishop and five Bishops will participate 
in the Octave services in our Capitol city. We list below 
the program which was arranged under the capable direc- 
tion of Father Andrew Lewis, $.A., Director of the 
Church Unity Octave in the nation’s capital: 


JANUARY 18: “Return of the Other Sheep to 
the One Fold.” Speaker: Very Reverend Edward M. 





Betowski < 
York. 


Yonkers, New 


Joseph’s Seminary, 


JANUARY 19: “Return of Oriental Separatists.”” 
Speaker: Reverend John Songster, S.J., Georgetown 
University, Washington, D. C. 


JANUARY 20: “Submission of Anglicans to the 
Holy See.” Speaker: Reverend Alexander Beaton, 
S.A., Graymoor Fathers Mission Band 


JANUARY 21: “Return of Lutherans to the One 
Fold.’ Speaker: Most Reverend John J. Wright, 
D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of Boston. 

JANUARY 22: “The Conversion of Christians 
in America.” Speaker: Very Reverend Robert J. 
Slavin, O.P., President, Providence College, 


idence, R. I. 
JANUARY 23 


Prov- 


“Return of Lapsed Catholics to 


the Sacraments. Speaker: Reverend John G. 
Schultz, C.SS.R., Holy Redeemer College, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

JANUARY 24: “Conversion of the Jews.” 


Speaker: Reverend Joseph N. Moody, Ph.D., Cathe- 
dral College, New York. 


JANUARY 25: “Missionary Conquest of the 
World for Christ.” Speaker: Reverend Frederick P. 
Gehring, C.M., China Mission Procure, Vincentian 
Fathers. 


His Excellency, Archbishop Patrick A. O”Boyle of 
Washington, will open the Washington observance of 
the Octave by presiding at the exercises on the -feast of 
the Chair of St. Peter, January 18th, and by officiating 
at Solemn Benediction. The Auxiliary Bishop of Wash- 
ington, His Excellency, Most Reverend John M. McNa- 
mara, D.D., will bring this solemn observance to a close 
on the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, January 25th. 
Other members of the hierarchy who will take part in 
these exercises are Bishop Michael J. Keyes, $.M., Titu- 
lar Bishop of Areopolis, and Bishop Arsene Turquetil, 
O.M.1., Titular Bishop of Ptolemais. 

The highlight of the Church Unity Octave in Wash- 
ington is always the celebration of Oriental Day. His 
excellency, Most Reverend Daniel Ivancho, D.D., Titular 
Bishop of Europus and Apostolic Exarch of the Byzan- 


tine-Slavonic diocese of Pittsburgh will pontificate at 


8 1K 


the Divine Liturgy (Mass) according to the Byzantine 


rite. The purpose of this annual Oriental Day is to 
acquaint Latin Catholics of the diversity of rites in the 
Catholic Church and of the beauties of the Eastern 
liturgies. Reverend Dunstan Donovan, S.A., rector of 


St. John’s Preparatory Seminary at Graymoor and editor 
of The Lamp, will preach the sermon for this occasion 
The major observance of the Church Unity Octave 
in the New York metropolitan area has for some years 
past taken place in the Church of the Blessed Sacrament 
on 7lst Street, west of Broadway. With the gracious 
permission and cooperation of the pastor, Monsignor 
Edward R. Gaffney, who is also Vicar General for the 
Archdiocese of New York, the Graymoor Friars annually 
arrange an Octave observance which is worthy of the 
great city of New York. The success of this observance 
is due in large measure to the zealous efforts and sup- 
port which it receives from the members of the St. Paul 
Guild, an active organization of lay Catholics whose 
purpose is to assist convert ministers and their families 
spiritually and materially. Each year the attendance at 
these Octave services in Blessed Sacrament Church has 
increased and it bids fair to become of national import- 
ance. Four members of the hierarchy will participate in 
these services this year, two of them being the speakers 
on the opening and closing nights of the Octave. The list 
of speakers is as follows: 
JANUARY 18: His Excellency, Bishop Joseph F. 
Flannelly, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of New York. 
JANUARY 19: Reverend Harry M. O’Connor, 
Catholic Near East Welfare Association. 
JANUARY 20: Reverend Edmond Darvil Ben- 
ard, $.T.D., Catholic University of America. 
JANUARY 21: Reverend Daniel J. O’Keefe, The 
New York Mission Apostolate. 
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JANUARY 22: Reverend John Fitzgerald, C.S.P., 
Church of St. Paul the Apostle, New York. 

JANUARY 23: Reverend Gregory F. Figueroa, 
S.A., S.T.D., St. John’s Atonement College, Gray- 
moor 

JANUARY 24: Reverend John M. Oéesterreicher, 
Church of the Assumption, New York. 

JANUARY 25: His Excellency, Bishop Thomas 
J. McDonnell, D.D., National Director, Society for 


the Propagation of the Faith 


On the evening of January 19th, the day on which 
prayers are offered for the return of schismatic Oriental 
Christians to communion with the Holy See, Solemn 
Benediction in the Armenian rite will be The 
Very Reverend Archpriest Paschal Maljian, pastor of 
the Armenian Catholics in the New York metropolitan 
area, will officiate. He will be assisted by Archpriest 
Stephen Stepanian, pastor of St. Mark’s Armenian Cath- 
olic Church, Philadelphia, and Reverend Dr. Lorenz 
Kogy, pastor of Holy Cross Armenian Catholic Church, 
Boston. 

Further evidence of the increased interest in the Church 
Unity Octave in this country is the fact that the Gray- 
moor Fathers of the Atonement will occupy the pulpits 
of the cathedrals at Altoona, Buffalo, Chicago, New 
Orleans, St. Cloud and St. Paul as well as in prominent 
churches in Boston, Detroit, Yonkers, and Kenmore, New 
York, and Fairmont, West Virginia. 

The growth of the Church Unity Octave movement 
is heartening. It is indicative of the fact that the Catholic 
faithful are deeply interested in the spiritual welfare of 
their non-Catholic brethren. It is a marvelous manifes- 
tation of a truly Christian spirit of charity and under- 
standing. With the help of Almighty God, it will bear 
much fruit in His own good time. 


given 








An Urgent Call te the World from the Vicar of Christ 


(Continued from page 6) 


not turn back once again to the land of Palestine where 
the Son of God Made Man spent his earthly life; to 
that Palestine where, even after the suspension of hos- 
tilities, there is still no sign of a secure basis for peace? 
May a happy solution be finally found which will mean 
help for so many thousand unhappy refugees and satisfy 
at the same time the anxious desires of all Christendom 


to see the Holy Places protected by making them freely 


accessible and safe, by means of the establishment of 
an international regime. 

We implore likewise the divine assistance on all who 
are pleased to dedicate themselves to safeguard and pro- 
mote peace by their prayers and active cooperation: 


on the rulers of nations, on those who can exercise a 
real influence on public opinion, and in general on those 
from whom people are more disposed to welcome sincere 
invitations to peace; on the innumerable ranks of war 
victims and on the many others whose unhappy lot be- 
comes each day more painful as the intolerable waiting 
continues for a peace that is conclusive, morally just and 
lasting, and immune from all superstitions and_prej- 
udices of race and blood. 

Meanwhile, counting on divine grace to realize these 
ardent desires we lovingly impart to you all, beloved 
sons and daughters, who are united with us in the bonds 
of faith and love, our paternal apostolic benediction. 
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Sattem Catholics in America 


N the great tides of immigration 
that brought to the shores of the 
United States 

from their homelands by economic 


exiles propelled 
degradation or political malevolence, 
the Catholic Church of the 70's and 
80's of the last centuries found many 
of her most loyal children. Where 
previously she had to cope only with 
new-arrivals who could fit in rather 
easily with domestic conditions, since 
the earlier immigrants were largely 
Irish or German by origin, the Church 
in America had now to minister to 
members of a dozen different nation- 
alities and languages. It was no easy 
task American-born priests to 
learn the languages of the new ar- 


for 


rivals: neither was it to be expected 
that Italians, Poles, Hungarians and 
others should quickly learn the lan- 
guage of their country of adoption. 
As a matter of fact this was highly 
unlikely in view of the manner in 
which colonization took place, with 
those from a single European village 
or province congregating in the same 
settlement. Part of the burden was 
lifted by the manifest willingness of 
the new immigrants to send for and 
maintain priests from their own coun- 
tries as their spiritual shepherds. 
Though some of these seem to have 
been adventurers rather than mission- 
aries, fortunately for the Church the 
great majority were zealous men, who 
rejected chances for advancement in 
their native countries in order to be 
companions in exile to their scattered 
flocks. 

There was one group of immigrants, 
however, who faced a rather gloomy 
prospect in the New World. Among 
the thousands who came over, attract- 
ed by the glowing pictures drawn for 
them of the good life led by laborers 
under the democratic system, there 
were Catholics who were unfamiliar 
with the Latin rite and usages. These 





I: THE RUTHENIANS 


were the Slav Catholics who belonged 
to the Byzantine Rite, who came from 
Galicia, then a province of Austria, 
from Slovakia and the Carpatho-Rus, 
then within the Hungarian Kingdom, 
and from Croatia, also part of the 
Dual Monarchy. They were stanch 
Catholics by but their 
heritage differed greatly from that of 
their fellow Slavs, their conversion 
going back to Saints Cyril and Metho- 
dius and the Emperor Vladimir the 
Great rather than to missionaries from 


allegiance, 


western Europe. In the celebration 
of Mass and the other offices of the 
Church, they were accustomed to the 
Slavonic rather than to the 
Latin; their Church ceremonial was 
far more elaborate than that of their 
fellow Slavs of the Roman rite. Their 
calendar differed, too, with the great 
feasts of Christmas and Easter falling 
in accordance the unmodified 
Julian which they 
loath In the homeland 
their the center of all 
their hope and happiness, the focal 


tongue 


with 
calendar, were 
to change. 
church was 
iround which all other activi- 
ties turned. Accordingly, even if 
the law of the Church permitted (and 
it does not), they were not at all 
anxious to conform to the only eccle- 
siastical rite then known in America. 


point 


This created a new problem for 
Church authorities the United 
States. If mistakes were made—and 
a casual review of the history of the 
immigrants discloses an alarming num- 
ber—many of them made in 
good faith, by officials who lacked 
knowledge that their offices demanded. 
The great marvel is that in spite of 


In 


were 


so many rebuffs and discouragements, 
in spite of strong and persistent anti- 
Catholic propaganda emanating from 
Moscow (which looked upon all the 
Slav Catholics as irredentist Russians), 
these Catholics of the Oriental rite 
remained, for the greatest part, loyal 





to their faith and heritage. It is true 
that in time some succumbed to Czar- 
ist influence and pretended sympathy, 
with the result that the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church in America was formed 
largely from among them, and that 
others gave up the struggle for their 
rite and became Roman rite Catholics 

thus providing further propaganda 
for the Orthodox, who constantly 
sounded the theme that Rome only 
tolerated Eastern rites with the hope 
of merging all of them in time with 
The existence in the United 
States today of two flourishing Byzan- 


her own. 


tine-rite ordinariates gives proof that 
these Slav Catholics triumphed over 
the hundred perils that beset them in 
bringing to the New World a new 
religious heritage, Catholic in all 
of faith, including the vital 
one of submission to the successor of 
the Prince of the Apostles, Byzantine 
in liturgical emphasis. 


points 


A political, or nationality, factor 
also played its part in the attempted 
disruption of the so-called “Greek 
Catholics.” (This appellation is not 
exact; the Slav-Byzantine Catholics 
are not Greek by origin or by ecclesi- 
astical language. However, as an ef- 
fort to include the two factors of 
faith and rite without the addition of 
complicating or confusing terms, it 
has been accepted as a convenient 


us. 


name by those to whom it was orig- 
inally applied. “Greek rite Catholic” 
would be a better term.) Those who 
came from the Province of Galicia 
held fast to the ideal of a nation com- 
posed of Slavs who represented the 
traditions of Kiev and Lwow rather 
than of Moscow, kindred to the Rus- 
sians but yet distinct from them, a 
nation to which they gave the name 
of Ukrainia. It had no political exis- 
tence for centuries and save for a 
brief spasmodic attempt at the close of 
World War I did not eventuate into 





10 h 
a reality. The other Greek Catholics 
from south of the Carpathian moun- 
tains were unimpressed by this ideal. 
They had found it convenient to ad- 
just themselves to the changing fron- 
tiers of different European powers, 
and did not intend to carry over Old 
World arguments in the new land. 
They would be satisfied to have their 
faith and rite and be left alone. A 
third the immigrants 
looked to Moscow as the protector of 
all Slavs, and provided a fertile field 
The differ 


ences in outlook between the adherents 


group among 


for Russian propaganda. 


of the first and second groups pro- 
vided ammunition for discord, until 
in 1917 the Holy See wisely separated 
them into two distinct ecclesiastical 
ordinariates. The seat of the bishop 
for the Galicians was Philadelphia; 
that for the other Greek Catholics, 
though intended to be at New York 
transferred to Pittsburgh, and 
exists actually at Homestead, Penn- 
sylvania. 


was 


It is hard to classify the Catholics 
of the Pittsburgh Ordinariate by any 
allembracing term, other than By- 
the 
majority of them, however, are from 
the old Hungarian district of Car- 
patho-Rus (since 1945 fused into the 
Ukrainian Socialist Soviet State of the 
U.S.S.R.), they have no objection to 
the term Carpatho-Rusin. Very fre- 
quently they are called simply “Rus- 
sians,’ which of course breeds con- 
Other members of the ordin- 


zantine-Slavonic. Since great 


fusion. 
ariate, whose ancestors came from Slo- 
vakia, are better called Slovaks. There 
are in addition Greek Catholics of 
good 
have 
their 
liturgical services regularly since com- 


Croatian ancestry, as well as a 
number of Magyars. These last 
used the Hungarian language in 


ing to this country, and consequently 
for them even the term “Slav” is 
inaccurate. 

The first of the Slav 
were encouraged to come to this coun- 


immigrants 


try by representatives of mining in- 
terests who were looking for a cheaper 
source of labor in the Pennsylvania 
coal districts. While the change 
would prosper their material welfare, 
the very cause of it—unrest and re- 
bellion on the part of Irish and other 
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The Most Reverend Daniel Ivancho,{D.D. 


laborers in the fields—was 
bound to cause suspicion and breed 
enmity against the Carpathian peas- 
ants who became toilers in the bowels 
of the earth. Not understanding 
English, they failed to realize that 
their earnings would be pitfully small, 
and that they would be forced to live 
in houses rented from the mining com- 


mining 


panies and to purchase all their food 
and supplies at exhorbitant prices 
from mine-owned Their 
quiesence to such an unjust state of 
affairs earned for them the contempt 
of the other miners, many of whom 


stores. ac- 


were pushed out of their employment 
by the flood of willing workers. But 
in spite of the bitter poverty of their 
lot, the Greek Catholic immigrants 
found chances for advancement that 
would have been closed to them had 
they remained in Europe, and they 
held on. Their burdens would have 
been lightened had they the consola- 


tions of religion, but for many years 
they were deprived of even those. The 
Latin churches were strange to them, 
and unfortunately the Latin priests | 
were not always cordial to them, 
viewing them with suspicion as pos- 
sible schismatics. 

In 1884, the Greek Catholics of 
Shenandoah, Pennsylvania, found a 
fellow Catholic who could understand | 


and sympathize with them in the 
person of a Lithuanian business man, 
who volunteered to write to old] 
country authorities to ask for a priest 

The Archbishop of Lwow in Galicia 
at that time was His Eminence Car: | 
dinal Sembranovich, of the Byzantine | 
rite. He was able to send a priest in} 
the person of Father Ivan Volansky, | 


“4 ‘ ‘ 1 f 
the first Greek Catholic pastor in the § 
New World. His arrival was greeted J 
with unrestrained joy by ail the} 


Byzantine rite Catholics, Carpatho § 
Rusin as well as Ukrainian, but shad 
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ved by the lack of encouragement 
iven by the Latin priests. The Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass had to be offered 
in a rented hall, until a frame struc 
ture dedicated to Saint Michael the 
Archangel was erected by willing 
hands. From Shenandoah Father Vol- 
ansky set out on many a missionary 
journey, some of which took him as 
far as Minnesota, gathering together 
the faithful for divine services, cele- 
brating for them the Holy Liturgy in 
the manner in which they knew and 
loved it, instructing, exhorting and 
persuading them to be faithful to the 
Catholic faith and their own liturgical 
heritage. 


Within a few years other priests 
began to come across the sea to minis- 
ter to the welfare of the Greek Catho- 
Many of these were from Slo- 
vakia and Hungary and their ministry 
was chiefly to those who came from 


lics. 


A _ new factor, 
American bishops 

lay in the fact 
that most of these were married men. 
Rome’s attitude towards the Orientals 
has always been to preserve traditions, 
and so in the Greek Catholic dioceses 
the ordination of married men had 
been retained. In Europe, where the 
rite flourished, this was taken as a 
matter of course, but it was viewed 
with alarm in the States. The con- 
Sequence was that many of the Euro- 
pean clergy kept to themselves rather 
than be subjected to questioning and 
criticism that was often barbed. Yet 
the growth of the Church was steady, 
and for some years it appeared that 
Russian influence, which was finan- 
cially directed from the Czarist court, 
might be offset. The defection of 
Father Alexis Toth, of the Greek 
Catholic parish in Minneapolis, in 
1891, coupled with that of a few 
others, while it gave rise to the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church in this coun- 
try, was compensated for by an in- 
crease in the number of priests sent 
over to the United States from the 
homeland. 


the same provinces. 
puzzling to the 
and parish clergy 


In 1902, in view of the growth of 
the Greek Catholic people in the 


United States, and because of the 
multiplicity of the problems that had 
arisen with the establishment of par- 
ishes and selection of priests, the Holy 
See appointed an Apostolic Visitor 
in the person of the Right Reverend 
Alexander Hoboday, titular abbot and 
canon of the diocese of Preshov in the 
Carpatho-Rus. While his mission was 
partially a failure, due to lack of 
cooperation on the part of some bish- 
ops and divisions among the Greek 
Catholic clergy themselves, he did 
succeed in informing the Holy See of 
the need of a bishop for these people. 
A Basilian monk, Father Soter Ortyn- 
sky, from Galicia, was chosen and 
consecrated for the American mission 
in 1907. At first he acted only as a 
vicar for the Latin bishops in whose 
there were Greek Catholic 
people, but in 1913 the Holy See gave 
him full powers over all the Greek 
rite faithful in the United States. 


dioceses 


His authority was hampered also 
by the political differences among the 
Many of the Carpatho-Rus 
were drawn into schism by emissaries 
of the Orthodox who stressed the 
Bishop’s Ukrainian At his 
death, to terminate manifestations of 
discord, and ensure the growth and 
permanence of the rite in America, 
the Holy See established two separate 
ordinariates. That for the Carpatho- 
Rusins and other Greek Catholics 
from what had been the Hungarian 
Kingdom was administered at first by 
the Very Reverend Gabriel Martyak. 
In 1924, His Excellency Bishop Basil 
Takach became ordinary, and estab- 
lished his cathedral and chancery at 
Homestead, Pennsylvania. In 1946, 
the Most Reverend Daniel Ivancho 


people. 


origin. 


was consecrated to assist Bishop 
Takach, and succeeded him at his 
death. 


Bishop Ivancho will be the cele- 
brant of the Divine Liturgy of Saint 
John Chrysostom at the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington on Sunday, January 
23, during the observance of the 
Church Unity Octave. At this service 
students from the many seminaries 


—— 
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ind religious houses afhliated with the 


Catholic University will and 
have an opportunity of realizing the 
great strides made by the Greek 
Catholic people during the seventy 
years of their settlement in this coun- 
try. Paradoxically, the bishop of the 
most recently established diocese of 
the Byzantine-Slavonic Church is the 
only one now free to exercise his 


assist 


authority over his flock without re- 
straint, as the Greek Catholic Church 
was the first object doomed for de- 
struction by the Soviets when they 
occupied the countries of Eastern 
Europe. 

Greek Catholics in America 
bear witness 


now 
as never before to the 
true universality of the Church, which 
knows no distinction among her chil- 
dren, no matter what their heritage or 
ritual expression, in accordance with 
the dictum of Pope Benedict XV, 
who said “The Church of Jesus Christ 
is neither Latin, nor Greek, nor Slav, 
and Catholics of all rites are equal in 
the eyes of the Apostolic See.” Their 
church has flourished in a land where 
the expression of religion is free, giv- 
ing the lie to those adversaries of the 
Church who maintain that the great 
reunions of the past were induced by 
political force, and that those who 
escaped such oppression were quick to 
“throw off the yoke of Rome.” 

In spite of the temptations to 
schism—and they were many even af- 
ter the failure of Father Toth’s move- 
ment—in spite of indifference or even 
hostility on the part of Latin Catho- 
lics, the Carpatho-Rusins have been 
true to their faith and their privi- 
leged expression of it in the Byzantine 
rite. Today their ordinariate embraces 
280,000 persons in parishes extending 
from Massachusetts to Colorado. Vo- 
cations to the priesthood have been 
many, ending the need of bringing 
priests from Europe to alleviate the 
needs of the faithful. They stand out 
whenever our thoughts turn to 
Church Unity, for they give manifest 
witness to how permanent and solid a 
union can be, no matter what the ob- 
stacles may be, when it is founded on 
faith and devotion. 
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eS 
CHAPTER TWELVE 
THE CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 

INCE about the year 1902, Father Paul had been 

in correspondence with the Reverend Spencer Jones. 

The latter was an Anglican clergyman who was 
one of the leaders of the Reunion movement in England. 
He had published a book entitled England and the Holy 
See which had a preface written by the late Lord Hali- 
fax.* The thesis which he expounded in this epoch-mak- 
ing book was powerful. He defended the claims of Rome 
with a force and logic which none dared challenge. His 
arguments were absolutely unassailable and it is for this 
reason perhaps that no one tried to answer the book. 
The plan for reunion which it proposed called for the 
acceptance of every doctrine and practice of the Catholic 
Church by the Anglican body. Moreover, it did not pre 
sent what would amount to an unconditional surrender of 
the Anglicans to Rome in the light of a compromise or 
sacrifice on their part in the interests of unity. Instead 
it declared quite bluntly that this was the only reasonable 
course to follow for the Catholic Church alone was the 
living expression of the Christian tradition. However, at 
the same time it discouraged individual conversions by 
calling upon the Anglicans to work for Corporate Re 
union. 

The main line of Spencer Jones’ argument was this: 
If there ever is to be a reunion, Rome must be considered 
and in fact she must play a dominant role in it. To ignore 
the position of the Holy See in any plan for reunion is 
to doom the project to failure at the outset. Rome, how- 
ever, will never change. She cannot without at the same 
time ceasing to be all that she stands for. But the Anglican 
Church can change and does change constantly. There- 
fore, it is for the Anglican Church to change its posi- 
tion. “We cannot ask Rome to destroy herself in order 
to unite with us,” he declared, “but we are always chang- 
ing and can change still more.” 

Father Paul popularized the thesis of this book through 
the pages of The Lamp. Simultaneously he began a cor- 
respondence with the author which developed into a life- 
long friendship between the two men. Their mutual ef- 
forts in promoting the cause of unity won many new 
adherents for the movement both here and in England. 
In 1907 they further collaborated in writing a book which 
they published under the title of The Prince of the 
Apostles. 

There was nothing especially remarkable about this 


*Father of Viscount Halifax who, during World War II, was 
ambassador from the Court of St. James to the United States. 





little volume. The main purpose of the book was to em- 
phasize the divine right character of the Roman Primacy 
ind the authors developed the subject along the tradi- 
tional lines. The greater part of the book, as was noted 
by Spencer Jones in the “Preface,” was written by Father 
Paul 


of them came from the pen of Father Paul; the remain- 


Of the fourteen chapters which comprise it nine 
ing were the work of Spencer Jones. 

Their close association produced a still greater work 
in the establishment of the Church Unity Octave. It was 
the crowning achievement of Father Paul’s Anglican ca- 
reer and more than a fitting culmination of his many ef 
forts while still outside the Church to bring about the re 
The idea for this 
annual period of prayer came to him late in 1907 
letter which he had received from Spencer Jones. The lat- 
ter suggested that one day each year be set aside as a day 


union of England and the Holy See. 
from a 


of special prayer for Church Unity and public sermons 
He proposed St. Peter's Day (June 29) 
as an appropriate day for this purpose. 

The idea appealed to Father Paul and from this * 
thought,” as he referred to it, he conceived the Church 
Unity Octave. But instead of setting aside only one day 
each year, his plan called for an entire week of prayer 


on the Pope. 


seed 


for the Reunion of Christendom. Simple though it was, 
there was something ingenious about the scheme. He chos« 
the week between the feast of St. Peter’s Chair at Rom« 
(January 18) and the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul 
(January 25). A more appropriate period could hardly 
have been selected than this one which commemorates 
the two great founders of the Roman Church. The offi 
cial prayers to be said during the Octave were drawn 
up in the liturgical form in which commemorations are 
made in the Divine Office. It consisted of nothing more 
than an antiphon, a responsory, and an oration. The for 
mer are taken from Sacred Scripture while the oration 
used is the prayer found in the Canon of the Mass imme- 
diately preceding the Communion. It is the Church's own 


daily prayer for the preservation of her divinely given 
peace and unity.* 

*Official form of prayer of the Church Unity Octave, later 
decreed as such by Pope Benedict XV 


Antiphon. That they all may be One, as Thou, Father, in Me 
and I in “% that they also may be one in Us; that the 
world may Thou hast sent Me.—St. John XVII:21. 

V. say thee thou art Peter; 

R And upon this Rock I will build My Church. 

PRAYER 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst unto Thine Apostles: Peace 
I leave with you, My Peace I give unto you; regard not our 
sins, but the faith of Tt Church, and grant unto her that 
and unity which are agreeable to Thy will. Who livest 
reignest God forever and ever, world without end. Amen 
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Father Paul busied himself during the last months of 
1907 in stirring up interest in this newest development 
f the Reunion program which emanated from Gray- 
moor. The Lamp carried the announcement that the first 
Church Unity Octave observance would take place in 
January, 1908. To make his efforts more effective, Father 
Paul undertook to contact many of the leading 
Anglican and Catholic ecclesiastics personally. He wrote 
numerous letters to the latter informing them of the pro- 
posed period of prayer for Christian Reunion and asking 
their endorsement. 


also 


The replies for the most part were encouraging. Both 
here and in England the Church Unity Octave was wide 
ly observed from the very beginning. Many of the Angli 
can clergy, especially in England, congratulated the editor 
of The Lamp for giving them this new means of work- 
ing for Reunion. The same enthusiastic response came 
from a number of outstanding Catholic prelates and 
clergymen. The late Archbishop of Boston, William Car 
dinal O’Connell, gave it his wholehearted approval. His 
warm support of the Octave, even in the days when it 
was still under Anglican auspices, continued right to his 
death. In his first Father Paul, he 
wrote: 


communication to 


I have received your note of January the 6th, 
and you may rest assured that I, myself, and my 
clergy and people, will join their prayers with yours 
for the holy purpose outlined in your note. 


Others expressed similar sentiments. The same approv- 
ing comments appeared in the editorials of prominent 
Catholic magazines. One of these, The New York Free- 
man’s Journal, observed: 

The Lamp carries on an earnest, intelligent and 
laudable crusade for unity with the Church of St. 
Peter, which must be productive of great grace and 
great success in the direction aimed at, even though 
not wholly in the way its promoters hope for. A 
re-united Christendom is a good and great intention 
for the suffrages of the faithful. . . . As Catholics 

may join 


every day 


during these eight days as well as 
with the Holy Father, whose constant 
prayer is that the day may hasten when there shall 


we 


be but ‘one fold and one shepherd.’ 

Another, this one a Catholic weekly, Ave Maria, pub- 
lished by the Congregation of the Holy Cross, enthusi- 
astically urged its readers to participate in the Church 
Unity Octave and concluded with the statement: 


We hope that all Catholics who sympathize with 
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what true Catholic 
will offer fervent prayers that the move- 


the Anglican heirs of Newman 
does not? 
ment inaugurated by 
dantly blessed. 


These went far beyond Father 
Paul’s highest expectations and were a source of much 


‘Father Paul’ may be abun 


favorable reactions 
joy to him. They made up in large measure for the many 
difficulties and trials which he had encountered ever since 
he began his crusade. Moreover, they were a strong in- 
centive for redoubling his efforts in the cause of unity. 
Hardly had the echoes of the success of the first Church 
Unity Octave died out when he had already plunged 
himself into long-range planning for the 1909 observance. 
He was anxious to make each succeeding Octave more 
widely and more fervently observed. 

The inauguration of the Church Unity Octave was 
almost his last work in behalf of Reunion as an Anglican 
clergyman. Shortly after the close of the observance in 
1909, he negotiations with Catholic authorities 
which led to his submission to the Church in October of 
that year. It seems almost providential that he instituted 
this movement of prayer so close to the end of his career 
as an Episcopalian minister. For, after his entrance into 
the Catholic Church, the Church Unity Octave remained 
the sole link which bridged the two periods in his life. 
Through it Father Paul was able to maintain an effective 
contact with those in the Anglican Communion who con- 
tinued to work and pray for Reunion. Here in the realm 
of prayer, he could still remain one with them in 
great objective toward which they mutually aimed. 


began 


30, 1909, the day on which Father Paul 
the Society of the Atonement were received into 
Fold of Peter, was likewise a momentous date in the 
history of the Church Unity Octave. It marked the be- 
ginning of its sponsorship under Catholic auspices. In De- 
cember of that same year, Pope Pius X solemnly blessed 
and sanctioned the Church Unity Octave and entrusted 
to the new religious community the propagation of this 
great work. His approval was but the first in a series 
of favors which were bestowed upon it by each one 
in the See of Peter. 
Pope Benedict XV, in an Apostolic Brief dated Feb- 
5, 1916, raised the Octave from a form of pri- 
vate devotion to the status of an approved devotion of 
the Church and extended its observance to the universal 
Church. At the same time he enriched it with numerous 
indulgences to be gained by those who fervently partici- 
pated in it. This was by far the greatest blessing which 
had yet been given it. For this manifestation of the Holy 


October 


of his successors 


ruary 25, 





} Editor’s Note: 


It will be a much-appreciated favor if any among our readers who possess biographical data or letters of 
historical value relating to the life of Very Rev. Father Paul Francis, S. A., will write to the author of this 
biography of the Founder of the Society of the Atonement. 


Peekskill, New York. 


Address: Rev. Lewis Furlan, S. A., The Lamp, 
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Father's paternal interest in the work of the Society of the 
Atonement, Father Paul was genuinely and humbly grate- 
ful. He gave public expression to this gratitude in The 
Lamp for April, 1916, when he declared: 


In spirit we kneel with profound veneration at the 
feet of the Vicar of Christ to thank His Holiness for 
the immense favor he has granted and we promise in 
return to labor more zealously and with all our 
strength to propagate this same Octave of Prayer not 
only in the United States of America ard Great Brit- 
ain and Canada, but among all nations and in all 
parts of the world. 


Pope Benedict’s interest in the Octave was taken up 
by his successor, Pius XI, who inaugurated the custom 
of offering his own private Mass on the opening day 
of the Octave, January 18th, the Feast of St. Peter’s 
Chair at Rome, for its intentions. This custom has been 
continued by the present Sovereign Pontiff, Pope Pius 
XII, who has also reaffirmed the indulgences originally 
granted by Benedict XV. 

These marks of papal approval are most significant in 
the development of the Church Unity Octave. The action 
taken by the Holy Sce toward this prayer movement of 
Anglican origin prompted the hierarchies of many of 
the European countries to prescribe the annual observ- 
ance of the Octave in all the dioceses of their respective 
countries. Among these were the bishops of England, Ire 
land, Scotland, Belgium, France, Poland and Italy. Here 
in the United States the Octave received the official ap- 
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Father Paul Francis, S. A. and Reverend 
Spencer Jones as they were together 
in England in 1936 








Reverend Spencer Jones 


proval of the American hierarchy at their annual meet- 
ing in 1921. 

To gain this recognition Father Paul wrote to His Ex- 
cellency, Archbishop (now Cardinal) Dougherty of Phil 
adelphia, under date of December 15, 1920, requesting 
him to ask the bishops at their next meeting to “take 
corporate action . . . towards securing a general partici- 
pation of everybody in praying for Unity during this 
Octave, so that its observance will come in time to be 
as much a matter of Catholic usage as the Rosary devo- 
tions during May and October.” In his reply, the Arch- 
bishop graciously outlined the procedure to be followed 
by Father Paul in presenting the matter for the consid- 
eration of the hierarchy. The proposal received due con- 
sideration from the bishops on September 22, 1921, and 
the following day Archbishop Dougherty wrote to Father 
Paul, informing him that “at the meeting of the Bishops 
yesterday morning, I presented a resolution that the Unity 
Octave be held throughout all the dioceses of the United 
States. It was unanimously adopted by the hierarchy.” 

The universal recognition which the Church Unity 
Octave received from Catholic prelates all over the world 
in the brief space of time since the Society of the Atone- 
ment had entered the Church convinced Father Paul that 
Divine Providence was taking a special hand in the work 
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of its propagation. Full of confidence that such was the 
case, he decided that the time was opportune to petition 
the Holy See to make the observance of the Octave of 
obligation throughout the universal Church.* It was his 
most daring request to date. Since the Holy Father had 
declared the year 1925 as a Holy Year of Jubilee, he de 
cided to make a pilgrimage to the Eternal City to gain 
the jubilee indulgences and at the same time seek a pri 
vate audience with the Pope to make his petition. When 
he sailed for Rome, he carried with him the signatures 
of more than two hundred high-ranking ecclesiastics of all 
parts of the world who had endorsed his petition and 
urged the Soverign Pontiff to grant it. Together with 
this impressive list of names, he had another of more than 
five thousand priests, religious and lay people. 

These he humbly presented to Pope Pius XI on May 
15, 1925, during his private audience, and begged him 
to make the Church Unity Octave of “obligation by the 
faithful everywhere, in the same manner as are the pre- 
scribed devotions to the Blessed Virgin during the months 
of May and October.” The Holy Father received his 
petition most graciously and assured him that every con 
sideration would be given to the request. Moreover, to 
expedite matters, he instructed Father Paul to leave a 
formal request in writing together with all the documents 
with the Cardinal Secretary of State. As events turned 
out, however, his hopes did not materialize in this in- 
stance. But, though he was keenly disappointed, he bowed 
submissively to the will of the Vicar of Christ. 

No less marvelous than the rapid development of the 
Church Unity Octave during the forty years of its exist- 
ence have been the effects of this prayer movement. Al- 
most from the start there were conversions and, judging 
from external appearances, it can be safely asserted that 
many of these, at least to some extent, were due to the 
influence of the Octave. In which 
played by the Octave is clearly visible. This is the case 
with the conversion of the Society of the Atonement 
which occurred a little more than a year after the first 
observance was held. In others the influence is less per- 


some the role was 


ceptible as in the conversions of some twenty Anglican 
ministers in 1908. These latter were due more directly 
to the Open Pulpit movement but nevertheless during 
this crisis each one of them had also turned to prayer for 
heavenly light in their difficulty. 

Among the other notable conversions, which took place 
in other countries, might be mentioned the Benedictine 
monks of Caldey and the Benedictine nuns of Milford 


*Such a petition had already been made to the Holy See 
in regard to the Church Unity Octave by the Catholic hier- 
archies of Constantinople and Asia Minor through 
the persons of the Most Reverend Demetrius Cadi, Melchite 
Patriarch of Antioch, the Right Reverend John Naslian, Bishop 
of Trebizond and Vicar General of the Armenian Catholics, and 
the Right Reverend orge Calavassy, Bishop of Constanti- 
nople and of all Greece. It was not granted, however, and it 
is reported that only because it was not supported by a simi- 
lar one from the Bishops of the West 


Greece, 
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Haven, two religious communities established in the 
Church of England. Both of these devoutly observed the 
Church Unity Octave from the beginning and, since their 
reception into the Church, have publicly acknowledged its 
salutary influence in their conversions. Closer to our 
own day might be noted the thousands of 
schismatic Christians in India under the leadership of their 
metropolitan, Archbishop Mar Ivanios, and also the sub- 
mission of another community of Anglican monks in Eng- 
land, the Servants of Christ the King. 

These were the corporate conversions, if we may use 


return of 


the expression, which were brought about in part at 
least by the faithful observance of the Church Unity 
Octave by the groups concerned. But there must likewise 
be hundreds of individual conversions not known to us 
but only to Almighty God. How many of these perhaps 
received the light of grace through the prayers which mil- 
lions of Christians each year offer for this holy purpose! 
Known or unknown, however, they are a memorial to the 
faith of a man, Father Paul James Francis, who worked 
and prayed until the very day of his death “that they all 
may be one.” 

This brief essay on the Church Unity Octave would 
not be complete without adding a.note on the intentions. 
They are a distinctive the Octave and are 
used by all those participate in 
whether Catholic or otherwise 


feature of 
its observance, 
Their very comprehen- 
siveness attest to the vibrant spirit of Catholicity which 
motivated all of the works of Father Paul. Above all, they 
reveal the abundant charity of this man of God for his 


who 


fellow men, which went far beyond their mere temporal 
needs to the more essential wants of the spirit. Within 
their scope, they include all peoples and all nations that 
all might share in that marvelous unity which is the 
shining glory of the Catholic Church. 


January 18th (The Feast of Saint Peter’s Chair at 
Rome)—The Return of the “Other Sheep” to 
the One Fold of Christ. 

January 19th—The Return of Oriental Separatists 
to Communion with the Apostolic See. 

January 20th—The Submission of Anglicans to the 
Authority of the Vicar of Christ. 

January 21st—That the Lutherans and Other Protes 
tants of Continental Europe May Find Their 
Way Back to Holy Church. 

January 22nd—That Christians in America May Be- 
come One in Union with the Chair of Saint 
Peter. 

January 23rd 
Catholics 

January 24th 


Return to the Sacraments of lapsed 


The Conversion of the Jews. 

January 25th (Feast of the Conversion of Saint 
Paul)—The Missionary Conquest of the World 
for Christ. 


(To be continued) 








N his presidential address at the biennial meeting of 

the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in Amer- 

ica (Protestant), held in Cincinnati last month, 
Mr. Charles P. Taft declared that religion will never 
“save the world” as long as it remains aloof from the 
day to day problems of the rank and file layman in the 
pew 

Asserting that the laity accounts for “more than ninety- 
nine per cent of the church,” Mr. Taft charged that no 
one would know it from the way religious bodies “move 
ecclesiastically or talk for the newspapers.” 

“Most of us,” he said, “are tame laymen, well broken 
to harness, guaranteed not to upset too much. If you 
wonder why our laymen’s work doesn’t seem to run 
arm from the out- 
side, if you want to know why this meeting and the 


itself and always needs a shot in the 


other great assemblies of our churches pass on with so 
little trace left on the secular world, perhaps it is be- 
cause we just haven’t thought out the religious problems 
of the real layman.” 

* * * * 


The preliminary processes looking to the canonization 
of Father Junipero Serra, founder of many of the Fran- 
ciscan missions in California, were instituted last month 
at St. John’s Cathedral, Fresno. Other meetings will be 
held shortly to study the voluminous record assembled 
in a seven-year period by Rev. Maynard Geiger, historian 
of the Franciscans in California, who was accompanied 
on some of his journeys to archives in this country, 
Mexico, Spain and Italy by the Rev. Eric O’Brien of 
the Santa Barbara Mission, vice postulator of Father 
Serra’s cause. More than 2,400 pages of the report con- 
sists of copies of Serra’s own words. 


* *+ * 


The Holy See has created a new diocese—that of 
Joliet, Illinois, and named three new bishops. 

The new Diocese of Joliet comprises seven Illinois 
counties as follows: Du Page, Will, Grundy and Kanka- 
kee, formerly of the Archdiocese of Chicago; Ford and 
Iroquois, formerly part of the Diocese of Peoria, and 
Kendall County, heretofore part of the Diocese of Rock- 
ford. St. Raymond’s Church, Joliet, has been selected 
as the Cathedral. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. William A. O'Connor, Supervisor for 
Charities of the Archdiocese of Chicago, has been named 
Bishop of Springfield in Illinois. He succeeds the late 
Most Rev. James A. Griffin. 

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Martin D. McNamara, pastor of St. 
Francis Xavier's Church, Wilmette, IIl., has been named 
first Bishop of the new Diocese of Joliet. 

Rev. William E. Cousins, pastor of St. Columbanus 





Church, Chicago, has been appointed Titular Bishop of 
Forma and Auxiliary to Cardinal Stritch. 
* * *k * 

Eire officially became the Republic of Ireland Decem- 
ber 21 when President Sean T. O'Kelly approved a bill 
of the Irish Parliament repealing the external relations 
the last slender tie between Eire and the British 
Crown and Commonwealth. Thus was achieved Ireland's 
objective over centuries of struggle, a free and independ- 


act, 


ent government. 

The final act of proclaiming the republic will be de- 
layed while representatives of Britain and Eire smooth 
out created by the relationship. These 
questions include the citizenship status of thousands of 


questions new 
Irish who work in Britain and whether Eire will con- 
tinue to enjoy the special trade privileges she had as a 
member of the Commonwealth. 

* ke * 

His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, on December 23 ordered 
the promulgation of two decrees of the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites approving miracles proposed in connec: 
tion with the causes of two Servants of God. 

The first decree approves the miracles proposed for 
the canonization of Blessed Jeanne of Valois, queen of 
France and foundress of the Order of the Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin. The second approves the miracles 
presented for the beatification of Venerable Anne Marie 
Javouhey, foundress of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny. 

* * * 

A diatribe recently broadcast through the press by the 
Methodist Federation for Social Action that 
the House Committee Un-American Activities and 
the Roman Catholic Church are working together for the 
destruction of Protestantism, the abolition of free public 
schools and the breaking down of “the American prin- 
ciple of Separation of Church and State.” 

Commenting on the charge, Representative John E. 
Rankin, a member of the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities, who, by the way, is himself a Methodist, 
declared “there isn’t a word of truth in it.” The rector, 
Rev. Dr. Price, and the assistant rector, Rev. Dr. Ker- 
nan, of the Protestant Episcopal Church of St. James 
the Less in Scarsdale, New York, denounced the accusa- 
tion, which, they asserted, followed “the Communist 
propaganda line to leave no stone unturned to weaken 
the nation by dividing Catholics and Protestants.” 


alleges 


on 


* * * * 


The whole Christian world has long been aware of 
the ruthless and cynical nature of the Communist regimes 
in the various European countries, but as an example 
of callous brutality and mendacious lying, the treatment 
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ted to His Eminence, Cardinal Mindszenty, and other 
shock 
to the governments and people of non-Communist lands. 
Cardinal Mindszenty, regarded by his people in Hun- 


n 
t 


Catholic dignitaries in Hungary, has come as a 


gary as “the last symbol of freedom,” was placed in prison 
on trumped-up charges and a series of statements villify- 
ing the prelate have been broadcast to the world. The 


of New York Times, in an editorial says in part: “The 
action of the Hungarian Government has been taken in 
} defiance of the peace treaty imposed on it, which obli- 
=m gates it to secure to all persons under its jurisdiction 
bill the enjoyment of human rights and the fundamental 
ons | freedoms, including the right of religious worship. But, 
tish } as Mr. Lovett (Assistant Secretary of State) points out, 
id’s_ sf these arrests are merely the climax of a long series of 
nd- } violations of personal, human and religious freedoms in 
} Hungary, affecting both Catholics and Protestants. Such 
de- } actions have been taken not only by the Hungarian Gov- 
90th | ernment but by all Communist regimes, starting with 
hese =f that of Russia. Soviet satellites are following Moscow’s 
s of example, with the result the Hungarian action finds its 
con- counterpart in every East-European country—Yugoslavia, 
as a Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Poland. 
The Osservatore Romano, the Vatican daily, in a front- 
page article, found it noteworthy that the news of the 
ered arrest of Cardinal Mindszenty, Primate of Hungary, came 
gre: at a time when the Church was commemorating the Feast 
inec- of St. Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury. St. Thomas 
A’Becket was arrested and slain on December 29, 1170, 
| for by knights of King Henry II of England, who broke into 
n of his Cathedral, demanding, “Where is the traitor?” 
ation St. Thomas was persecuted by the government, accord- 
racles ing to Osservatore Romano, because he maintained that 
Marie Bishops did not need to accept a series of laws which 
luny. meant enslavement of the Church, denial of its rights, 
deprivation of its material goods with which it admin- 
y the _ f istered welfare and education, and that the government 
“that | Sought to disrupt the unity of the faithful. 
; and | In Poland and Rumania, too, the full tide of persecu- 
or the _— tion is finding its victims in the ranks of those who serve 
public | Christ as defenders of His flock. Bishops, priests and nuns 
prin- } are placed under arrest on charges that are patently false 
and, after a hurried, farcical trial, are condemned to 
hn E. _ | death or even worse—a long term of imprisonment where 
Amer- they undergo inhuman tortures. 
hodist, The determination to remain “unseparated from Cath- 
rector, olic unity, in accordance with the order established ‘by 
. Ker- that same God who created the universe and gave us 
James charge of our mission,” is now scen as the main factor 
xccusa- | that led to the arrest of all the Byzantine Rite Catholic 
munist | Bishops of Rumania. 
veaken | A copy of the letter, which was sent to Mr. Groza on 
October 7 before the regime forcibly effected the paper 
reunion of the Byzantine Rite Catholic Church in Ru- 
mania with the national dissident Church, was received 
mare of by the American Rumanian Catholic Association, an 
regimes organization of Rumanian Catholic priests in the United 
-xample Rites 


eatment 
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The letter to Mr. Groza was signed by the heads of all 
the Greek Catholic dioceses in Rumania: Bishops Val- 
erian Frentiu of Oradea Mare, Alexander Rusu of Mara- 
mures, Julius Hossu of Cluj-Cherla, John Balan of Lugoj, 
and John Suciu, Administrator Apostolic of the Arch- 
diocese of Fagaras and Alba Julia. All have since been 
reported placed under arrest by the regime. 

* * ko o* 


Two lessons in tolerance and Christian good will as 
exemplified at widely separated points, became known 
through brief news reports in the past few weeks. In 
Greenville, Miss., the local paper, the Delta Democrat 
Times, in a page one story headed “For Non-Catholics 
Only,” refers to the drive to raise funds for the new 
St. Rose of Lima School conducted by the Sisters of 
Mercy, and announces that non-Catholics, without being 
solicited have offered their help. Since 1888, says the 
than 10,000 children have attended 
the school, many of them non-Catholics, who went “be- 
cause they liked the school, the system of the teachers; 
in any case they were accepted and taught by the unself- 
ish Sisters just as the children of Catholic parentage. 

“Voluntarily, a committee under the 
leadership of W. T. Wynn has been established with the 
purpose of helping raise money for the proposed school. 
Mr. Wynn said that his committee regarded the drive 
as an opportunity for the non-Catholic community to 
indicate its gratitude and affection for the Catholics of 
Greenville. It is now the opportunity of those of us not 
of their Faith to offer a kind of testimonial showing our 
thanks to them.” 


newspaper, more 


non-Catholic 


Out from West Bend, Iowa, comes the second example 
of real Americanism. When the Iowa Supreme Court 
ruled that students in Catholic schools may not ride 
busses used to transport public school students, 12 men 
of Sts. Peter and Paul parish incorporated and bought 
their own bus. Because some of the Protestant neighbors 
wished their children to use the bus also, it was decided 
to make the project an independent venture rather than 
a parish program. 

x e 


The cooperation of every practicing British Catholic 
is being sought in the nation-wide drive launched here to 
make the Catholic faith known to resident of 
England and Wales during 1949. 

The campaign will constitute the greatest all-out plan 
to reconvert the country since the drastic State-sponsored 
Protestant “Reformation” of 400 years ago. The laity as 
well as the clergy have been asked to take part in this 
national effort which will consist of a mission in each 
parish during the colder months and outdoor services in 
the summer. 


every 


The mission's theme will be simple, aiming at enlight- 
ening the British people on: (1) the existence of God 
and the divinity of Christ; (2) the problem of evil, and 
(3) the evil of modern materialism and the Christian 
approach to it. 

















































HE fiftieth anniversary of the 

coming to Graymoor of Mother 

Lurana Mary Francis, S. A., to 
begin the foundation of the Society of 
the Atonement was solemnly com- 
memorated on December 14. High 
point of the day’s observance was the 
Solemn Mass sung at Saint John’s 
Church and attended by Friars, Sis- 
ters, and Tertiaries of the Society. The 
Very Reverend Father General was 
celebrant of the Mass; Father Terence, 


S.A., deacon; and Father Ralph, S.A., 
subdeacon. The sermon was delivered 
by Father Anselm, S.A., senior priest- 
member of the Community by virtue 
of his years of profession. In his 
discourse, Father Anselm stressed the 
devotion of the founders to the voca- 
tion “That all be one” and pleaded 
for a deeper realization of that ideal 


and yet more fervent dedication to it. 
He also extolled the heroism of the 
original members of the congregation, 


who sacrificed themselves in planning 
wisely for the future of the Society of 
the Atonement. He touched upon the 
many activities brought into being by 
the Father Founder, 
publication of the Lamp, the inaugu- 
ration of the Union-That-Nothing-Be 
Lost, and the Ave Maria Hour, all of 


which have been effective in the con- 


including the 


version of souls. He stressed especially 
the spirit of prayer and dependence 
on God manifest in the lives of the 





Three of the Friars whose departure for Japan will be noted on January 9. From left to right: Brother Casimir Kreczmer, 
S.A., Father Hyacinth Coirin, S.A., and Brother Neil Kress, S.A. 
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Father Founder and Mother Foun- 
dress, and offered their example as a 


tide for emulation. The missionary 


activities of the Society, now being 
extended overseas by the preparation 
of the pioneers for the Japan mission, 
were briefly enumerated, and all were 
asked to cooperate in them at least 
by prayer and greater exactitude in 
carrying out the precepts of the Rule. 

The chants of the Mass, which was 
that of the Immaculate Conception, 
it being celebrated during the Octave, 
were provided by the Schola Canto- 
rum of Saint John’s Atonement Sem- 
inary, under the able direction of 
Father Regis, S.A. The Motet “O 
Gloriosa Virginum”™ 
Offertory. 

During the day, 


was sung at the 


an exhibition of 
the craft and embroidery work of the 


Sisters on the missions, as well as 
some of the latest products of the 
Graymoor Tabernacle Guild, was 


held in the little house on the Con- 
vent grounds known as Bethlehem. 
In the evening, the day’s festivities 
were rounded out in holiday vein by 
the students of Saint John’s, who pre- 
sented two dramatizations, one from 
the Japanese. Their efforts were very 
well received by the audience, and 
redound to the credit of Father Ralph, 
$.A., and Father Terence, $.A., who 


His Emi e, E 
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Atonement Friars assisting Cardinal Suhard of Paris at ceremonies at San Onofrio’s 


were in charge of the production. A 
program of carols, anticipating the 
spirit of Christmas, was also presented. 


The Father General, S.A., has des- 
ignated Sunday, January 9th, as the 
oficial Departure Day for the eight 
Graymoor Friars who are leaving to 
open the first foreign mission of the 
Society of the Atonement in Japan. 





1 Cardinal Suhard of Paris, with other distinguished 
guests, visiting his titular church in the Eternal City 





The traditional departure ceremony 
of the Church will be held at Gray- 
moor in the Little Flower Oratory 
that afternoon at three o'clock. This 
will be a red letter day in the annals 
of the community and a day of great 
joy for the desire of our beloved Fath- 
er Founder to see his spiritual sons 
laboring in the foreign mission field 
of the Church will at last become a 
reality. The six priests and two lay- 
brothers in the group will leave by 
ship from New Orleans on January 
17th. Their work will be in the 
Diocese of Yokahama under the Or- 
dinary of that ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion. The mission house of the Friars 
will be located in Tsurumi which is 
only a few miles from Yokahama. 
More about this great event will be 
reported in the annals for February. 
In the meanwhile, your prayers are 
asked for these missionaries and for 
the success of their labors. 


* * * * 


Our Atonement Fathers will occu- 
py pulpits in the cathedrals of six 
See-cities and in churches in four 
other cities during the week from 
January 18th to 25th. They will 
preach at the Church Unity Octave 
observance in these churches at the 
invitation of the Reverend Pastors. 
These cities include the cathedrals of 








Altoona, Buffalo, Chicago, St. Cloud, 
St. Paul and New Orleans, and St. 
Aloysius’ Church, Detroit, St. James’ 
Church, Boston, St. Paul’s Church, 
Kenmore, New York, and St. Peter's 
Church, Fairmont, West Virginia. 
In addition to assignments, 
other Atonement Fathers will speak 
on particular days of the Octave in 
the Church of the Blessed Sacrament, 
New York, and in the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, 


Washington, D. C. 


these 


oo K ok 

The joyous season of the Nativity 
was ushered in again at Graymoor by 
the Solemn Mass at midnight. “Be- 
hold a child is born to us, and a Son 
is given us” was the keynote of the 
liturgical celebration of the festal day. 
Though had blanketed the 
Mount of the Atonement, many found 
their way to the Holy Sacrifice cele- 
brated in the Little Flower Oratory 
by the Father General. Brother Ael- 
red, S.A., led the choir in a selection 
of traditional carols before the Mass 
began, with its deep and meaningful 


snow 


chants of joy to the whole world. 
Midnight Mass was also offered at 
Saint John’s Church, and in the 
Chapel of Saint Christopher’s Inn. 
On the following day the Brother 
Christophers enjoyed a festive meal 
and a visit from Santa Claus, again 
through the generosity of those whose 
hearts go out to their less fortunate 
brethren at Christmas time. 


* * * oe 


Since their arrival in the Eternal 
City, the Friars of the Atonement 
at San Onofrios in Rome have taken 
an active part in directing the ob- 
servances of the Church Unity Oc- 
tave in that city and throughout 
Italy. Last year’s central observance 
at the great Church of the Gesu was 
attended by a number of members of 
the Sacred College of Cardinals and 
the hierarchy of the Church, and lay 
participation surpassed all expecta- 
tions. To aid in the promotion of the 
Church Unity Octave, the Father 
General has sent Father Salvator, 
S.A., to the Roman foundation of 
the Society. Father Salvator, who 
was a student of art in Rome prior 





ed 
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Father Salvator Butler, S.A. 


to his becoming a member of the 
congregation, is qualified by ability 
in languages and by past studies at 
the Catholic University of America 
for this special work. 

Father Salvator was scheduled to 
depart for Rome on the SS. Vul- 
cania on January 4. Father Gregory, 
S.A., will replace him on the faculty 
of Saint John’s, in the departments 
of Religion and Philosophy. 

* *£ * * 

His Eminence, Emmanuel Cardinal 
Suhard of Paris, whose titular church 
as a cardinal of the Roman Church 
is that of San Onofrio on the Jan- 
iculum, recently visited the Eternal 
City and officiated at his church. 
His Eminence was pleased to note the 
extensive and _restora- 
tions of the fabric made by the gen- 
erosity of the Knights of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, to whom the 
venerable edifice was entrusted by the 
Holy Father, and who in turn asked 
the Graymoor Fathers to care for the 
spiritual oversight of the church. 
Father Bonaventure and the friars 
at San Onofrio’s will cherish many 
vivid memories of His Eminence’s 
visit, as they were privileged to assist 
the Cardinal in the liturgical rites 
in connection with it. His Eminence 
has long been an outstanding cham- 
pion of the rights of the masses in 


renovations 








ed 


France, and has taken a keen interest 
in the brilliant revival of Catholic 
influence in the life of the workers 
and farmers of his native land. His 
“Growth or Decline,” 
English, outlines 
the progress that has been made for 
the Church by new and enthusiastic 


work 
available in 


recent 


now 


appreciation of its mission, and warns 
against continuation of the stand-off 
attitude manifest by so many loyal 
Catholics of the bourgois type, who 
seem inherently afraid of this new 


and amazing revival of vital Cath- 
olicism. 
x * * x 
Another welcome visitor at San 


Onofrio’s was His Excellency Bishop 
George Calavassy, Ordinary of Cath- 
olics of the Byzantine rite in Greece 
and European Turkey. Bishop Cala- 
vassy is an old and esteemed friend 
of the Graymoor community, and in 
visitor at the 
Motherhouse. It might well be said 
that the interest of. the friars in the 
life and activities of Oriental Cath- 
olics was originally stirred up by 
Bishop Calavassy during his visit to 
the United States to plead for the 
cause of his flock after the horrors 
of World War I. He was a close 
friend of the Father Founder, and 
was instrumental in providing the 
spark that gave birth to the immeas- 
urably valuable work of the Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association. 


* * * *x 


years gone by a 


Saturday, February 5, will be a | 


further red-letter day in the annals 
of the Society. On that day, at eight 
o'clock in the morning, His Excel- 
lency, the Most Reverend Joseph F. 
Flannelly, Auxiliary Bishop of New 
York, will elevate Atonement 
friars to the ranks of the holy priest: 
hood. Arrangements to have the or’ 
dinations in New York, which will 
be a great convenience to the rela’ 
tives and friends of our ordinandi, 
were graciously made by His 
nence, Cardinal Spellman, and this 


six 


event will mark the first time that} 
the newly-consecrated Bishop Flan: | 


nelly will officiate at an ordination. 
Subject only to the seating capacity 
of the Cathedral—which is the largest 
church in America—friends of the 


Emi § 








Or: 
S.A., 
lectec 
the f 
Sister 
Peeks 
In W 
been 
at H 
leadir 
Cathe 
natior 
is no 
CUuSss10 
versity 
studer 
try, t 
non-C 
terest 
Chure 
differis 
indivic 
laid or 
whole 
of tru 
of the 
chapel 
with t 
by the 
union 
people 
Cathol: 
to the 
services 
Newm: 
that It 
one of 

make u 
the At 
leaders 
student: 








terest 
tholic 
wrkers 
. His 
line,” 
tlines 
le for 
siastic | 
warns 
nd-off 
loyal 
, who 
new 


Cath- 


t San 
Bishop 
Cath- 
Greece 
. Cala- 
friend 
and in 
at the 
pe said | 
in the | 
| Cath- | 
up by 

visit to 

for the 

horrors 


a close 
er, and 
ing the 
immeas’ | 
Catholic 


on. 


ill be a | 
e annals | 
at eight | 
s Excel: | 
oseph F. 
of New 
ronement 
ly priest’ 
> the or’ 
hich will 


t 
the rela: | 


wdinandi, 
His Emv 


and _ this 


time that § 


lop Flan 
rdination. 


y capacity 
the largest fi 
ds of the 








Society are welcome to attend and 
witness the beautiful 
tendant on raising aspirants to the 
Altar of God. The 
deacons to be ordained priests are 
Frater Claver Giblin, S.A., of Cor- 
na, New York; Frater Valentine 
Datty, S.A., of Collingdale, Penn- 
sylvania; Frater DeSales Stander- 
wick, $.A., of Brooklyn; Frater Paul 
Haefner, S.A., of Elizabeth, New 
Jersey; Frater Bosco Schmidt, S.A., 
of Buffalo, New York, and Frater 
Eric Tampe, S.A., of South Lan- 
caster, Massachusetts. 


ceremonies at- 


service of the 


a a a 


On the death of Father Gabriel, 
S.A., Father Martin, S.A., was se- 
lected by the Father General to take 
the former’s place as chaplain to the 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd at 
Peekskill, New York. 

In Washington, Father Martin had 
been chaplain to Catholic Students 
at Howard University, and was a 
leading light in the activities of the 
Catholic Interracial Group of the 
nation’s capital. Father Titus, S.A., 
is now replacing him. Weekly dis- 
cussion classes are held at the Uni- 
versity, which is attended by Negro 
students from all parts of the coun- 
try, the greater part of whom are 
non-Catholic. Naturally, special in- 
terest is shown in the attitude of the 
Church on racial questions (at times 
differing greatly from the attitude of 
individual Catholics) and stress is 
laid on the Bishops’ Statement to the 
whole American Church on its policy 
of true equality. The Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass is offered at a temporary 
chapel on the University campus, 
with the responses uttered in unison 
by the congregation, witnessing to the 
union that exists between priest and 
people in the worship of God. Non- 
Catholics are always welcome visitors 
to the discussion groups and chapel 
services. The great significance of the 
Newman Club work at Howard is 
that it ministers to future leaders of 
one of the great races that go to 
make up America, and the Friars of 
the Atonement hope to be worthy 
leaders of spiritual influence on all 
students at the University. 
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Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


St. MARGARET OF SCOTLAND. Total $4,900.44 
SacrED Heart: E. J., Pa., $1; Mrs. R. V., N. Y., $1; C. B., 
N. Y., $15; C. H., Conn., $1. Total $4,777.70. 
St. JupE: D. D., N. Y., $1; W. G., N. J., 
$1; J. OR., N. J., $2. Total $3,941.20. 
St. Francis or Assisi: Mrs. E. K., Pa., $3. Total $3,844.55. 
St. JosePH: J. H., Conn., $1; F. W., $5. Total $3,453.69. 
St. ANN: M. H., N. Y., $1; J. C., N. Y., $1. Total $3,220.15. 
St. Francis XAVIER. Total $2,734.10. 
Pius X: E. B., Ill., $5. Total $2,250.95. 
St. CHRISTOPHER: L. LeB., La., $1; J. F., N. J., $5; C. G, 
i. Y., $1; R. F., Pa., $1; R. S., N. J,. $9; J. B., Mass., $2; J. L., 
l. ¥., $1; R. H., Mich., $1; M. B., Pa., $2; J. &., La., $1. Total 
$2,207.15. 
SACRED SHOULDER. Total $2,162.70. 
LITTLE FLOWER: G. B., N. Y., $1; Anon., $1; Mrs. M. S., 
N. Y., $1; C. B., N. Y., $8; E. &., Pa., $1. Total $2,123.28. 
Our Lapy OF PERPETUAL HELP: Mrs. C. B., N. Y., $1. Total 
2.072.05. 
Our Lapy oF Lourpes: M. F., N. Y., $3; Mr 
Mass., $2. Total $1,884.05. 
Our LADY OF THE ATONEMENT: Anon., Mass., $5; Mrs. M. 
M., N. Y., $1; Mrs. M. H., N. J., $10. Total $1,621.89. 
FATHER PAUL. Total $1,519.05. 
St. MATTHIAS. Total $1,487.39. 
St. Rita. Total $1,374.50. 
Hope. Total $1,121.05. 
Our Lapy OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL. Total $982.80. 
INFANT OF PRAGUE: M. T., Mass., $2; L. V., N. Y., $2. Total 
$968.85. 
Hoty Spirit. Total $847.25. 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 
St. Patrick. Total $676.63. 
Fr. BAKER. Total $579.35. 
Hoty Face. Total $566.35. 
BLESSED SACRAMENT: Mrs. E. McC., N. Y., $2. Total $528.83. 
Precious Boop. Total $510.20. 
St. ANTHONY: W. M., IIl., $5; C. 
$442.65. 
MoTHER LuRANA. Total $284.15. 
FivE WounbDs. Total $281.60. 
BLESSED MARTIN DE PorrES: Anon.,$20.67. Total $259.78. 
ST. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI: K. P., La., $1; L. V., N. Y., 
$2. Total $181.95. 
Bro. Puiip: E. R., Conn., $1. Tota 
ALL SAINTs: Mrs. S. U., 
Total $108.85. 
St. GERARD MAJELLA: R. McC., N. Y., 
Our Lapy or Fatma: C. V., La., 


Bash & SE. tas 


My A 





Lp 


& Mrs. G. A., 


Total 


$765.15. 


B., N. Y., $16. Total 


1 $180.30. 
NN. ¥., $3; H. MeM., N. Y., $1. 


$2. Total $85.18. 
$1; D., Ill., $1. Total $69.25. 


In addition to the above, we have uncompleted Burses in honor of 
the following: The Holy Souls, Our Lady of Prompt Succor, St. Michael, 
Our Sorrowful Mother, Bro. Jude, St. Margaret Mary, St. John the Divine, 
Holy Family, Archangel Raphael, Sacred Head, St. Mary Magdelene, Bro. 
Anthony, Most Holy Trinity, Our Lady of the Rosary, St. Bridget of 
Ireland, Bro. Andre, Pius XI, St. Paul, St. Theresa of Avila, Catherine 
Tekawitha, Our Lady of Victory, and St, Clare 











22 % UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


During the year that has just 
losed many new readers were added 
to our subscription rolls. To these, 


and to our older readers as well, w 
want to speak here of our Perpetual 
Novena in honor of St. Anthony 


which has continued. at Graymoor for 


ilmost forty years. During that long 
period of time it has been our privi- 
lege to record for remembrance the 


petitions of a countless number of 
clients cf the beloved Saint of Padua 
It has been a holy consolation too, to 
great number 
gratitude for 
favors obtained through the 
the 


ippealed to in this Novena. 


receive almost daily a 
of letters 


heavenly 


expressing 


intercession of good Saint when 


Anthony’s clients 
afhiliated with 
and share 


In order that St. 
might be more directly 
ur Franciscan Community 
to a greater extent in the merits of 
the many Hely Masses, and 
ther religious devotions of our 
Priests students for the 
enrolled many 
under the banner 
Legion. This has 
and to ourselves, 
innumerable and 
through our union of prayer. 


prayers 
and our 


priesthood, we have 
* e 
thousands of them 
of St. Anthony’s 
brought to them 


graces blessings 


We invite you to join with us as 
1 member of St. Anthony's Legion 
devoted friends of the dear Saint, 
who is himself always a loyal friend. 
As an enrolled member you will 








YOUR ATTENTION, PLEASE! 


The magazine file of our newly 
organized Church Unity Library 
at Graymoor is in need of back 
numbers of the following maga- 
EASTERN CHURCHES 
QUARTERLY, THE EPISTLE, 
and INFORMATION. We would 
be most grateful to our readers 
who may have these back num- 
bers and have no further use for 
them, if they would send them to 


zines: 


us. 
Address them to: 
The Church Unity Library 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 




















share in the 


efits 


following spiritual ben- 
1. Remembrance in Three Thousand 
Hely Masses annually. 

Remembrance in Masses offered 
daily at the Main Altar in the 
Crypt Chapel of Saint Anthony’s 
National Shrine 


tv 


at Graymoor 


3. Remembrance in a Solemn High 
Mass at Christmas and on the 
Feast Day of Saint Anthony. 

4. Remembrance each day in the 
Perpetual Novera in honor of 


Saint Anthony 
Participation in the spiritual mer- 


at Graymoor. 


wm 


its of the prayers and good works 

of the students and Franciscan 

Friars of the Atonement at Gray 

moor. 

The offering for enrollment is the 
nominal sum of one dollar yearly, on 
receipt of which with your name and 
address 
card. 


we mail your membership 


* * * 


Lack of space in our several issues 
for the past few months prevented 
our publishing as regularly as we 
should have liked, the reports of con- 
tributions to Student’s Bread 
Fund. Our and charitable 
friends whose initials are given below, 
acknowl- 


our 


Go dd 


have received our letters of 
edgment, but we esteem it a privilege 
as well as a duty to make known to 
our readers our abiding sense of deep 
gratitude to all who help us so mate 
rially by their financial 
In supporting Our many poor students 


cooperation 


who aspire to serve God as members 
f cur Atonement Community. 


I.B., N.Y., $1; Mrs. A.B., Wyo.. 
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Reguiescant in Pace 


We commend to the prayers of 
our readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 


deceased subscribers and their near | 
have been | 


relatives whose deaths 
reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


Rev. Sylvester Eisenman, O.S.B., Sister 
Mary Philomena Lowery, Sister Mary 
Magdalen Griffith, Sister Mary Ursula 
Carnes, Mrs. Magdalena Fuller, Gaetanna 
Bongiovanni, Joseph Como, Tony Como, 
Sam Bongiovanni, Mrs. Nellie Pederson, 
James Daly, Mrs. James McEvoy, Mr. J. 
F. Murray Peter Gugerty, Mrs. Ellen 
Devine, M. Dougher, Joseph E. Camp 


bell, Mrs. Gallagher, Julia Duffy, Leonard | 
McGrath, Mrs. Parkhurst, Helen } is 
Jacob Sliwinski, Rose Ann 
Girard, Cullumb, Bee 
Mrs. C. James Bernard 
Mrs. E. Obermeier, Mrs. Lena 
Rose Malone. 


mett, 

Frank 
Farrely, 
Martin, 
Bock, 


Jane 
Goodwin 
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By the Light of the Lamp 


By Ralph Thomas, S.A. 


ra 
Blessed are they that search His testimonies: that 
A neighbor of mine belongs to what is called the 
Apostolic Holiness Church. She claims that its members 
“speak with tongues’ and that its minister can “heal the 
sick.”” Because of this she claims that hers is the true 
Church of Christ. What can I tell her? 
Mrs. P.J.K., N.J 
You might ask her when and where the first “Apos- 
tolic Holiness Church” was organized. As this is a rather 
obscure denomination, it would hardly conform to Our 
Lord’s pattern of a Church in which the Gospel is 
preached “to every creature” (Luke 16, 16). Our Lord 
taught His disciples a body of truths that were necessary 
for the salvation of men. They adhered strictly to all 
the provisions of this body in their missionary work 
throughout the world. Among the doctrines they taught 
were those of the Real Presence (obvious from St. John, 
6) and that of the forgiveness of sin through the min- 
istry of the apostles and their successors (John 20, 20-23). 
We are confident that the denomination mentioned does 
not teach as the Apostles did. Speaking with tongues 
and healing the sick were special graces given to the 
Apostles, not essential to their ministry, but rather to 


help spread the faith in a hostile world. One naturally 
wonders how members of the “Apostolic Holiness 
Church”—unless their education is extensive—can be 


sure that other people are speaking “with tongues” or 
engaging in formidable but meaningless babble. As for 
healing 
healing 


the sick, the best authenticated reports of true 
still from Catholic centers like Lourdes, 
but the Church does not depend on these manifestations 
to prove her link with the Apostles and through them 
to Christ. 


come 


In our parish there is a woman whom everyone knows 
is divorced from her husband. Yet she goes to Com 
munion regularly. Don’t you think that this is dis 
graceful? ir. ae 

No, we don’t. It may be that the party had real reason 
to separate from her husband, and for the sake of pro- 
tection of herself and her children was permitted to seek 
a civil divorce. We presume that the pastor is aware of 


seek Him with their whole heart.”—Psalm 118, 2. 


di- 


second mar- 


the circumstances (since “everyone knows she is 
vorced”) and that she has not attempted a 
riage. While Holy Matrimony is for life, it sometimes 
happens that one of the partners forfeits his or her right 
to living with a long-suffering spouse. In such cases, to 
prevent bodily harm or similar evil, the Church permits 
a separation. With just cause, a Catholic may even ask 
ecclesiastical permission to secure a civil divorce. It must 
be stressed, however, that this is protective only, and 
does net entitle the divorced person to marry again or 
refuse to return to his or her spouse when the evil in 
question comes to an end. In this particular instance, 
and in similar cases, it is well to refrain from sweeping 
condemnation of the acts of others. Not being aware of 
all the circumstances, we are hardly in a position to judge. 
ee * 
Is it permitted to chew gum after twelve o'clock the 
night before receiving Holy Communion? 
M.B.N., Conn. 
Hardly. Even if all the flavor has gone from the chew- 
ing gum, it would appear that it still has characteristics 
that are similar to those of food, and there is always 
danger that it might be swallowed. 
* * i 
If a person has stolen a watch and later loses it, must 
he still pay back or restore the equivalent? 
C.R., Yonkers, N.Y. 
Yes. Since the thief is responsible for losing the article 
he is thereby responsible for restoring it. 
* * * 
What do the letters NCWC stand for’ 
B.F., Boston, Mass. 
These are the letters for the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, an organization that coordinates the 
activities in which Catholics are interested. Established 
by the bishops of the country, it has its central offices in 
Washington, and under an Executive Board, there are 
Departments of Education, of Social Welfare, of Press 
and Literature, and so forth. Besides assisting Catholics 
many different the Conference presents the 
Catholic viewpoint on problems which may arise in gov- 
ernment. 


n 


In ways, 





For the convenience of our readers, questions of a 


Address inquiries to: Father Ralph Thomas, S. A., 


general nature of interest to all, are answered here. 


The Lamp, Peekskill, New York. 











HE wind had been high all 
that Sunday, whipping up 


whitecaps on the lake, howl- 
ing like a banshee around the stout 
old walls of the Hadley house. Even 
not often affected 
anything so impersonal as weather, 
felt uneasy. 


Catherine, by 
At dusk, she was glad 
to draw crimson curtains against the 
senseless violence that was bending 
the silver birches in hoops to the 
ground, and 
across her clean-swept garden paths. 

Now the living-room looked snug 
more. No storm could really 
penetrate this house, built by artist- 


driving dry leaves 


once 


craftsmen long ago. Catherine said, 
“Let’s eat in here by the fire. Draw 
up the gateleg table, dear.” 

Philip obeyed like someone in a 
trance. Catherine was not unfamil- 
iar with his trances, but usually they 
occurred during the hours he spent 
poring over test-tubes in the base- 
This mood, how- 
was not connected with his 
work; there was something strange, 
disturbing about it, like the wind 
outside. 

Philip put a fresh, pine log into 
the fireplace, and talked over his 
shoulder. He had been talking a 
great deal today. Trying to con- 
vince Catherine. 

“You need to go as much as I do. 
You have hardly been outside your 
own neck of the woods, Cathy. 
Neither of us want to be stick-in- 
the muds, do we? And the time to 
broaden our horizons is 
are young.” 

Catherine lit two bayberry can- 
dles, placing them carefully on the 
mahogany table. Her face, framed 
in candlelight, was serene. When 
she answered, her had the 


ment laboratory. 


ever, 


when we 


voice 


same low, gentle quality that Phil 
claimed had captivated him the first 
time he had heard it in a crowd of 





Where Your Treasure Is 


By Blorence Sullivan 
* 


shrill, shrieking students. One could 
not tell by Cathy’s face, or by her 
voice, that butterflies of fear flut- 
tered desperately in her throat. 

“T should think your horizons 
were broad enough, after those two 
years in Italy and Germany. A year 
ago, when you were discharged 
from the army, you said you would 
ask nothing better of life than to 
settle in this one spot and travel no 
further than vour classes at the col- 
lege.” 

Phil prodded the log moodily, un- 
tila blue flame caught from the live 
embers below. 

“That 
I'd forgotten 


ago. I think 
how small this town 
it shrank while I was 


was a vear 


was, or mavbe 
He sat back on his heels, 
regarding Catherine with an expres- 
sion suddenly so eager that she felt 
a nervous pulse beating in her 


throat. When Phil looked like that, 


his young lean face like a sword- 


away.” 


blade, his eyes alive with a dream, 
she was almost afraid. 

“It’s an honor, Cathy, to be 
chosen as an exchange instructor— 
to have a year of teaching in Car- 
Of course my knowing Span- 
ish helped, too. Wouldn’t you en- 
joy traveling, seeing South Ameri- 
can countries and people?” 

“No,” said Cathy, lifting thin, 
blue cups from the corner cupboard, 
“not as much as staying right in our 
own home.” 

The dishes shook a little, as she 
carried them to the table. How 
could a man understand what it 
meant, after a childhood of moving 
from one cramped, rented apart- 
ment to another, to own your bit of 
land, with a garden, and the rose- 
bushes, as well as the house itself ? 

“Besides,” she said, “we were so 
lucky to have Great-aunt Hadley 
leave us the place. And we’ve just 


acas. 





finished having the outside painted.” 


Phil settled himself 
comfortably in a deep chair, “but 


“T know,” 


we'll always have it to come back 


to. 

Cathy stared at him with horror. 
Always? How many times did he 
expect they would leave their home? 
They had married for four 
years ; suddenly she wondered if she 
knew her husband at all. Humbly, 
she was aware that he was much 
more brilliant than she. At the col- 
lege the hill they considered 
Philip one of the most promising of 
the younger instructors. Cathy had 
never pretended to be intellectual ; 


been 


on 


she was happiest when she dug in 
the garden, painted old furniture, 
made deepdish apple pies for Philip. 
There had not 
ity for those 
disrupted war 


been much opportun- 
pursuits during the 
years; that was one 
a home now was like 
possessing rare treasure. 


reason having 


“And,” continued Phil, lighting 
his vile-smelling pipe, “we could 
sublet the house to Tom and Mattie 
and the kids. They love the place.” 

Over my dead body, thought 
Cathy. Children smearing crayons 
on her stenciled kitchen walls, ani- 
mals scratching in the flower-beds, 
another woman using with indiffer- 
ence the furniture which had been 
lovingly waxed and rubbed by gen- 
erations of Hadleys. 

Cathy’s wide, pleasant mouth set 
with determination. Men, even the 
most brilliant, could be very child- 
ish on occasion. It was a good thing 
she was a realist, with both feet 
planted solidly on the earth. Her 
own earth. If she could help it, she 
would never consent to move to 
some hot, foreign land simply to sat- 
isfy the whim of her husband. 

“Let’s not talk about it any more 
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“The wind has changed, darling. And it’s beginning to rain.” 


tonight, dear,” she said in her tran- 
quil She left the supper 
preparations to perch for a moment 
on the arm of his chair. Deliber- 
ately she ruffled his smooth-combed 
hair; Phil did not like to have his 
hair disarranged. 

“Stop!” He pulled her face down 
to his, rubbed his cheek roughly 
against hers. 

“Oh, you didn’t shave!” 

But she was smiling; the sword- 
blade, eager dream had left his face; 
he looked relaxed, himself once 
more. 


voice. 


“l’m hungry! Where’s that sup- 
per you promised ?” 

“Coming right up.” 

This was the way to handle it, 
without argument, surrounding him 
with her devotion. Until he forgot 
his restlessness, his longing for far 
places. Through the meal she kept 
up a cheerful chatter of small af- 
fairs, that he might not slip back 
into his dream. 

_“Listen, Cathy—isn’t that the fire 
siren ?” 

She could hear nothing but the 


snap of burning wood in the fire- 
place, and the muffled moan of the 
wind, like distant surf. 

“There!” 

No mistaking the sound now, the 
long-drawn wail of the siren which 
had been used for air-raid drills 
during the war years, and continued 
service since as the town fire signal. 

With one accord, she and Phil 
ran to the porch. 

Beyond the maples fringing the 
lake was rising a fan of clear gold 
flame. Taller and taller it grew un- 
til it seemed to fill the sky. Through 
the windy dark came flying a car- 
pet of small bright things, a cascad- 
ing shower of fiery stars. Right 
from the lake they were headed, 
toward their street, toward their 
home. 

“Tt’s the old wooden ice-house on 
the lake,” Phil groaned, “Why 
doesn’t the fire department come?” 

Before he had finished speaking, 
Cathy heard the warning sirens, saw 
the gleam of brass and glint of red 
ladders, as the trucks tore along the 


lake road. More and more came, 
until their own neat, tree-shaded 
street had become a chaos of puls- 
ing engines, hose lines, helmeted 
men, and people that apparently had 
sprung out of the ground. 

Now the fiery stars were falling 
in a crimson rain; roofs began to 
sprout clouds of smoke; hedges 
flamed ; and the tall pillar of gold at 
the lake continued to send up its 
terrible banner of destruction. Next 
door, on the driveway, the Harris’ 
roadster waved a sudden bright 
plume. Phil vaulted the hedge, 
helped Paul Harris drag out the 
garden hose and play it over the car 
until the plume sank to sullen gray- 
ness. 

Cathy frozen. Firemen 
were running long hoses down to 
the ice-house; firemen were throw- 


stood 


ing protective water screens over 
neighboring houses; firemen on 
roof-ridges were hacking at smoking 
shingles with axes; firemen were 


everywhere, shouting in vain for 
people to keep out of the way. 
The people were swarming over 








6 
lawns, trampling on gardens, trip- 
ping over hose-lines. Didn’t they 


wondered, that they 
were hindering the efforts of the 
fire-fighters? Were they intention- 
Or was it to them only 


know, Cathy 


ally cruel? 
a good show? 

A man in a rubber coat shouted 
to Phil, “You folks better pack; got 
to be prepared.” 

“Okay,” Phil answered steadily. 
“What first, Cathy? Clothes? Bed- 
ding? Books? Golly, my laboratory 
stuff !” 

While Phil in the 
packed his equipment, Cathy ran 
in circles. She tore down a 
kitchen calendar, and left the Had- 
ley miniatures on the walls. She 
pulled her old tweed coat from its 
hanger and forgot her new fur 
jacket. She was in a panic; her 
thoughts chasing each other blindly. 


basement 


about 


It could not be. It was outrage- 
ous. The crowd was ruining her 
rose bushes, her bird bath, her care- 
fully seeded lawn. Soon the roof 
would be flaming, firemen smashing 
the diamond-paned windows, hurl- 
ing of water the 
hooked rugs, the walls she had pa- 
Their home; 
In a twinkling of an eye, 


streams over 


pered. so loved, so 
treasured. 
it could be destroyed. 
her mind a bell 
rang. What were those verses she 
had learned as a child? 


Somewhere in 


“Lay not up for yourselves treas- 
ures upon earth, where moths and 
rust doth corrupt 
but 
She 


There were more 
not remember. 
stood in the middle of the living- 


room, grasping in one hand a small 


verses, 


Cathy could 


china elephant, and in the other a 
pot of ivy. What was the rest of 
the Bible verse? 

Phil dashed through the hall 
with an armful of chemistry books 
which he stacked neatly on the edge 


of the lawn. Someone shouted, 
“Phil, come here a minute, will 
you?” 

Cathy ran to the porch in time to 


see him disappear inside the Harris’ 
front door. Did they know their 
roof was on fire, Cathy wondered? 





There was smoke curling around the 

edge of an upper window, too. 
“Over there, please!” she urged 

three firemen carrying a heavy hose. 
Why had Phil 


house when it was burning? 


inside the 
Why 
What 
were behind 


the lighted windows? Then the fire- 


gone 


didn’t he come out again? 
those shadows moving 
men were running ladders to the 
roof, spraying fountains of water 
over the house. All the lights, sud- 
denly, went out. 

But still Phil did not appear. Per- 
haps there had been a terrible acci- 


dent; Phil trapped, overcome — 
dead. Cathy looked down an end- 
less vista of years alone, without 
Philip. 


She noticed the small china ele- 
phant she still held in her hand. 
Senselessly, she flung it on the 
walk, where it smashed into bits. 
The house, the furniture, even the 


garden no longer mattered. After 
all, it had been a treasure-chest, 
built from earth and wood and 


bricks, to shelter her love and Phil's, 
and the family they hoped to have. 
Without Philip, what was left but 
an empty shell? 

Figures silhouetted 
the dull red glow. 
stretcher 


were against 
Two men were 
carrying a through the 
front door. The lean, eager shape 
of the head, the set of the shoulders 
of the first stretcher-bearer was un- 
mistakable. 

“Oh, Philip!” she cried as she ran 
toward him. 

Old Mrs. Harris raised her head 
from the stretcher. 

“Exciting, isn’t it?” she chirped 
cheerfully. “Lucky thing we’re in- 
sured. I’m riding in an ambulance 
to my daughter’s. Always did want 
to ride in one of them things, with 
the siren going full-tilt.” 

Cathy tried to smile back, but her 
She had completely 
Harris’ paralyzed, 

In remorse 
lady’s _ soft, 


lips were stiff. 
forgotten Paul 
eighty-year-old mother. 
she held the old 

crumpled hand, waiting for the am- 
bulance to arrive. Life did not let 
you hoard anything, Cathy thought. 
Fire, disaster, death itself, could 
creep through the stoutest walls, 
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and snatch away your dearest treas- 
ure, 

“I’m sorry I was not able to get 
over to visit you, dear,” old Mrs. 
Harris said. 

Cathy but 
found no irony, nothing but a quav- 
ery smile of friendliness. Shame 
seared Cathy’s heart. Except for 
one duty call a year ago, she had not 
bothered to her next-door 
neighbor. It was Cathy’s loss, too, 
she realized, as she gazed down at 


searched her face, 


visit 


the humorous eyes and the charac- 
ter-wrinkled face of the invalid. In 
a blinding flash of self-revelation, 
Cathy saw herself growing into a 
different kind of old woman; one of 
those bitter-faced wives who sacri- 
ficed everything, interest in the out- 
side world, as well as the happiness 
of those nearest, on the altar of a 
too-precious home. As for Philip, 
what would she do to her husband, 


if she overrode the need he felt for 
a year in another land? 
“It’s shifted! Thank God!” 


Phil, with head thrown back, was 
sniffing the air. 

“What?” Cathy asked. 

“The wind has changed, darling. 
And it’s beginning to rain.” 

Cathy had been too preoccupied 
to watch the ice-house and the men- 
Now she 
with that only 
spurts of sparks arose from beyond 


acing carpet of flying fire. 
noticed surprise 
the maple trees, and those sparks 
were headed harmlessly toward the 
lake. The roof of the Harris house 
no longer flamed, although firemen 
still tore at Old Mrs. 
Harris waved good-bye, as they slid 
her, smiling, into the ambulance. 

Phil tucked his wife’s arm within 
his own. “Poor Cathy. What they 
have done to the lawn and hedge is 
a shame. But at least the house it- 
self is not harmed.” 


shingles. 


“T’m glad,” Cathy said, “I want 
to leave things nice for Tom and 
Mattie and the children. While we 
are in Caracas.” 

Phil did not 
tighten his grasp on her arm. 


answer, except to 

“IT remember now,” Cathy said: 
“For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also’.” 
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“Troulle With the Clergy” 


HE topic of the day in the Li- 
brary was “euthanasia”. The 
editor of the city’s leading 

newspaper had written an eloquent 
editorial promoting this ancient Spar- 
tan practice. A popular national 
magazine had published a heart-rend- 
ing article terming it “merciful re- 
lease for sufferers of incurable dis- 
An avid reformer had brought 
out a vehement pamphlet defining 
it as the “civil right of the incurable 
patient.” And a minister had even 
preached from his pulpit that “the 
time would come when we would see 
such humanitarian 
our statute books.” 

Now Miss Patterson, the Head Li- 
brarian, had long been an earnest 
advocate of “euthanasia,” and it was 
largely due to her that the pamphlet 
“Have Mercy” was prominently dis- 
played along with the newspaper ar- 
ticle on a bulletin board in the Refer- 
ence Room. The pamphlet soon re- 
ceived such wide circulation that it 
was necessary to catalog several addi- 
tional copies, filling two pamphlet 
boxes on the shelves. 


eases 


legislation upon 


It was not long before the Library 
began to receive protests from a num- 
ber of clergymen, among whom were 
the rectors of all the Catholic 
churches in the city. But this ex- 
pected opposition only added a spar- 
kle to Miss Patterson's eye and luster 
to her personal campaign. 

“We are going to trouble 
with the clergy,” she announced zest- 
fully to her assistant, Paula Barton. 

Now Miss Patterson had known 
Paula Barton very well in the years 
before her conversion to the Catholic 
Faith, and she could never bring her- 
self to believe that this conversion 
constituted any particular change in 
Paula’s state of mind. 

“Well, if we are fighting for the 
truth, we won't have trouble with 


have 


By Doris Ouerland 
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any one but the Devil,” returned 
Paula quietly. “But if we are just 
fighting the Church, then naturally 
we can expect trouble with the cler- 
on” 

Miss Patterson sat back in her 
swivel chair and regarded her young 
assistant narrowly. 

“Paula,” said. “It’s all very 
well for you to be a Catholic. But 
we should be very sorry to see you 
lose your intellectual integrity.” 

Paula’s flamed under this 
blow. But she dared not trust her- 
self to speak. She was too angry. 

“T take it,” pursued Miss Patter- 
son serenely, “that you have altered 
all your intellectual convictions to fit 
the dogma of Rome?” 

The door to the Reference Room 
was ajar, and Paula glanced out on 
that vast, book-lined room through 
which frantic assistants hurried from 
catalog to shelves and from shelves 
to waiting borrowers. Her eyes were 
filled with tears. But through the 
mist, to her amazement, she could 
dimly make out Father Neal purpose- 
fully advancing on Miss Patterson’s 
door. The sudden appearance of a 
ministering angel could not have sur- 
prised her more. 

Miss Patterson was equally sur- 
prised. But she was also equal to the 
Her manner became alert 
and faintly suspicious as the little 
priest timidly entered. His first greet- 
for Paula. But it was a 
brief, understarding smile. He then 
appealed to Miss Patterson with an 
air of complete helplessness. 

“Forgive this intrusion, Miss Pat- 
terson,” he begged. “But they told 
me at the desk that you could give 
me some information about a certain 
book.” 

“Certainly, Father. Won't you be 
seated?” And with a gracious nod of 
her lovely head Miss Patterson in- 


she 


face 


occasion. 


ing was 


dicated her maroon leather armchair 
for visitors. “Now, what book do you 
asked as Father seated 
himself rather nervously on the edge 
of the chair. 

“It is The Life of Theresa Neu- 
mann,” he returned eagerly. “At the 
desk they do not seem quite certain 


wish?” she 


that the Library has bought this 
book.” 
“Why—yes—we have bought sev- 


eral copies of The Life of Theresa 
Neumann,” admitted Miss Patterson 
with a smile that was a little 
kindly. It seemed to bespeak an 
amused tolerance of Father Neal. 


too 


“It has not been cataloged yet, 
Miss Patterson,” put in Paula, who 
was trembling with outrage. She had 
made up her mind then and there that 
she would put in her resignation. She 
would not stand another day of Miss 
Patterson. 

“I would like to borrow a copy 
pursued Father 
innocently as if Miss Pat- 
terson were one of the best friends 
of “Rome.” “You see—” and he 
leaned forward, his voice softening, 


as soon as possible,” 


Neal as 


“it is for a young woman who is dying 


of cancer. The sisters read to her, 
and she somehow heard of this book 
and expressed a wish for it.” 

Miss Patterson’s features 
had become unbelievably soft. 

“Well, I think that is sufficient 
reason to let an uncataloged copy 
go out,” she said—and glancing up 
at Paula, “Miss Barton, will you see 
if you can beg, borrow, or steal a 
a copy of The Life of Theresa Neu- 
mann from the catalog department— 
under the circumstances?” 

“Of course!” Paula was already in 
the doorway, a joyous smile on her 
face. “Wait here, Father,” she com- 
manded mysteriously. And then she 
disappeared, her heart singing. 

Father Neal turned back to Miss 


classic 
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Patterson. He was obviously em- 
barrassed at the necessity of taking 
up space in her office until the book 
was found. 

“You are very kind,” he began 
“We” 

“This girl?” Miss Patterson inter 
rupted him tensely. “Is she in much 
pain, Father?” 

“A great deal, I am afraid,” re- 
turned Father, grave-eyed. 

“And there is absolutely no hope?” 

“Well, there is hope of Heaven,” 
said the priest with a gentle smile 

Miss Patterson made an impatient 
exclamation. “But can’t they do 
something about—about the pain?” 
she demanded, her eyes round and 
fearful. 

“Well, they are doing everything 
within reason. But of course—after 
continued use drugs have very little 
effect.” 

“Increase the dose!” ordered Miss 
Patterson imperiously. 

“To increase the dose would 
fatal,” replied Father Neal, turning 
a sorrowful gaze upon his antagon- 
1st. 

“You mean it would be merciful!” 
snapped Miss Patterson. “I’m sorry, 
Father. But I simply can’t stand the 
idea of any one suffering pain! It’s 
so senseless!” 

“This young patient does not seem 
to think so,” said Father Neal quietly. 
“She once had the misfortune to 
watch her mother die of an overdose 
of drugs administered by a doctor 
who was either careless or impatient.” 

“Possibly it was a doctor who was 
kind enough to extend merciful re- 
lease to the poor woman,” flared 
Miss Patterson. 

“Possibly—but in this case it was 
neither kind nor merciful,” retorted 
Father Neal. “Mrs. Abbot was a de- 
vout Catholic—but she was compelled 
to spend her last days in a drugged 
stupor, and she died without the con- 
solation of a final confession and Ex- 
treme Unction.” 

“T see.” Miss Patterson leaned back 
in her chair and attempted to give 
Father Neal a hard, uncompromising 
lock. It was not easy. “Mrs. Abbot 
had a medieval mind,” she pursued 
coolly. “She worried more about the 


be 


UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


next world than she did about this 
one. But Father, there are a good 
many people, Catholics included, who 
have twentieth century minds. They 
are more concerned with the world 
we live in than they are in the Here- 
after. They can see no sense in con- 
templating a long period of needless 


Mary Sings G Lullaby 


Hush Thee Baby, I will sing 
A little song of slumbering, 

Soft as wing of tiny dove 
Telling wistfully of lov. 


Snowflakes white as dream-spun lace 
Pray give my song thy lissome grace; 
Glowing, fragrant Christrose flower 


Lend thy lightness — just an hour. 


When You slumber warm and deep, 
You will dream of little sheep, 
Lead them safely from afar 
By the Light of One Bright Star! 


—Stella Muse Whitehead 


uffering from some incurable disease. 
Surely God will forgive people like 
this for refusing to become a burden 
to others. Surely God does not re- 
quire people to suffer in order to get 
into Heaven. He can’t be that cruel.” 
Father Neal sat back in his chair. 
But his look was merely baffled 
baffled not so much by Miss Patter- 
son’s wily argument as by the pleased, 
proud air of a woman who actually 
believed that modern agnosticism was 
in advance over medieval Catholi- 
cism. One thing was obvious. Satan 
smployed the nicest people today. 
Gracious, well born and well edu- 
cated women fought for him with 
every weapon at their command — 
fought innocently and blindly, fully 
believing that he was an angel of 


light come to liberate them from 
wicked and backward Church. 
At last Father Neal spoke 
“Where is the life?” he asked. 
“What?” asked Miss 
feeling rather foolish. 
“Where is the life?” he repeated 
quietly. “Is it in the body, the mind 
or the soul? If it is only in the body, 
then we are animals, pure and sim- 
ple. But we know that we are more 
than animals. We know, too, that 
the human mind must have a light 
to guide it, and that light is its life 
If we are no more than animals, then 
we should surely be put out of our 
misery when we are mortally ill. But 
the wonder of books has convinced 
you that we have an immortal soul. 
Am I not right? Have you not found 
the yearning immortal soul of Man in 


Patterson, 


a poem?” 

“Oh, yes—many times,” breathed 
Miss Patterson. “But—” She strug: 
sled vainly to recollect herself, “but 
I think it’s all nonsense—this 
old idea that the soul must suffer to 
merit admission into Heaven.” And 
she sat back with an air of having 
competently settled the argument once 
and for all. 

Father Neal leaned forward, his 
mild eyes troubled. There was an 
ejaculation to the Blessed Virgin in 
his heart as he spoke. 


age’ 


“TI will admit that it is not easy to 
see an agonized patient and not wish 
there were some means of speeding 
him to his reward,” he sighed. “But 
there are certain basic facts to which 
men of all creeds must subscribe in 
order to have a society in which hu 
man liberty will be respected. Birth 
must be safeguarded—and death also 
must be safeguarded. We have no 
right to claim that a man’s life is 
over when he lies on his deathbed 
in apparently pointless agony. We 
cannot know how much of his life 
lies within those last suffering mo 
ments. If we kill him, even at his own 
behest, upon the plea of granting him 
‘merciful release’, we still commit 2 
murder. And if we legislate such 3 
practice, we also step into the hor 
rible hell of an era when quick service 
n death will be instituted in bus 
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hospitals—an era when callous, exe- 
cution-trained doctors and nurses will 
waste little attention upon those in- 
curable patients who still prefer to 
leave their deaths to God.” 

Miss Patterson’s eyes were round 
and thoughtful. She plainly did not 
trust herself to speak. Dumbly she 
watched Father Neal rise. 

“Perhaps, God willing, you may 
visit our young patient some day,” 
he smiled. “She would be glad to re- 
ceive you.” 

“She would be glad to receive me 
a perfect stranger?” cried Miss Pat- 
terson, aghast. 

“Why not? You have something in 
common—your interest in euthanasia. 
Indeed, Miss Patterson, you preach 
so eloquently in favor of this measure 
that it is not quite fair for you to 
refuse to submit yourself to some one 
who can preach eloquently against 
it.” 

At this point Paula came buoyant- 
ly into the room with the desired book. 
Miss Patterson found herself unable 
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to utter the weakest rebuttal as Father 


Neal took the copy of The Life of 
Theresa Neumann and weighed it 
thoughtfully. 

“You know, Miss Patterson,” he 
pursued, “our young patient’s want 
ing this book is the key to her peace 
of mind. Only the other day she said 
to me ‘Father, I am thinking such 
thoughts as I have never thought be 
fore and praying such prayers as I 
have never prayed before. For the 
first time in my life I am really liv- 


ing. 


To Miss Patterson’s complete sur- 
prise her eyes were quite as wet as 
Father Neal's had been when Mary 
Abbot had spoken those very words 
to him. 


“What a pity it would be,” he said 
gently, “to cut short a life like that 
a life breathed forth in prayer and 
expiation for all us sinners.” 

“Perhaps I will go and see this 
girl,” said Miss Patterson in a small, 
troubled voice. “Perhaps I ought to. 
I—I could bring her some new book 
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something she'd like to hear.” Sud- 
denly her voice rose joyfully. “Per- 
haps I could read to her, Father.” 

“Oh, she would appreciate that!” 
cried Father Neal, beside himself with 
surprise. “That would be fine! The 
sisters are pretty busy at the hospi- 
tal these days.” 

Miss Patterson rose, smiling tremu- 
lously, and extended her hand to 
Father Neal. 

“Consider it agreed,” she cried as 
the little priest clasped her hand. 
“Paula can take me up there.” 


Paula, who stood by patiently, 
smiled with quick delight. And Father 
Neal thanked his vanquished oppo- 
nent in a voice almost overcome with 
emotion. 


He chided himself a little as he 
hurried out of the Library with Mary 
Abbot’s book. But he really couldn't 
help that choked up feeling of over- 
whelming joy. For a moment in Miss 
Patterson’s office it seemed that Sa- 
tan was banished and the Holy Spirit 


was there. 
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HE settled back into the hollowed 

space of the divan to wait for 

Father Walters. Like the room 
itself, the divan was worn and shiny 
with use. The chairs, placed opposite 
each other in front of the fireplace, 
bore benign traces of time and fre 
quent occupation. The massive book- 
cases, reaching almost to the ceiling 
in the back of the room, were over- 
flowing with volumes, old and new. 
Above the fireplace, a picture of 
Christ smiled down upon her. 

It was a homey room, much like 
the parlor of the rectory at home 
perhaps smaller but none the 
welcoming to the stranger. 

Jean Collins shifted her position 
uneasily. Simultaneously she wished 
that Father Walters would hurry 
and that Father Walters would not 
come at all. 

“What can I say to him?” she 
fumed restlessly. “How can I make 
him understand?” 

Perhaps if she began at the begin- 
ning, he might better be able to per- 
ceive the whole story. Perhaps if she 
commenced her story on the day that 
Richard was born... . 

The day had been cold, forboding, 
with its dark, ominous snow clouds 
hanging listlessly over the town. Out- 
side, few of the townsfolk ventured 
into the icy streets. Behind the frosty 
pane, she had stood at the window 
staring out at the vast world of white- 
ness, her face pale with fear. 

“To have my child born on a day 
like this!” she had murmured aloud 
“With not its father by 
side!” 

She had gone to call her mother 
then and the nurse who had been 
with them the past week. 

When her tiny son was placed in 
her arms at last, she had scarcely 
glanced at him. “No word from Tom 
yet?” she had managed to ask. 


less 


even my 


By Lynn Alexander 


Her mother shook her head. “He 
will be along soon, my darling. Don’t 
you think he is anxious to see his new 
son?” 

Rebellion had welled at the ques 
tion. “If he cared anything about his 
about me—he would 
She had been too weak 
to say more and mercifully, she had 


son—or have 


been here!” 


dropped off into a heavy sleep 

When she awoke, her mother was 
bending over the bed, peering intent- 
ly into her face. 

She knew that 
wrong. “Tom 
pered fearfully. 

“You must rest now.” 

“Tom?” she had persisted, terror 
screaming in the lone word. 

“Jean, my darling, you must re- 
member that God has His reasons for 
everything.” 

She hadn’t needed to ask. She had 
known. Tom was dead. 

Later, when Father David, had been 
able to fight his way through the ice 
and snow, she had listened numbly to 
the details of Tom’s death. 

“He was hurrying to your side, my 
child,” the kind priest had told her. 
“He wasn’t watching where he was 
going. He didn’t see the truck until 
it was him.” The priest had 
gazed tenderly at the tiny little being 
in the crib beside her. “Tom wouldn't 
too long, Jean. 


something was 
2” she had whis- 


upon 


want you to mourn 
He would want only that you give 
the love and care to his son that he 
would have given had he lived.” 

There were tears in her 
the memory of those days rushed back 
to her now in the parlor of the rec- 
tory. Jean Collins pressed her lips 
firmly together to still the trembling 
of her chin. 

How could anyone truly under- 
stand what that day had done to 
her? How could 


priest, sense the remorse of her anger 


eyes as 


anyone, even a 





The Capable Mrs. O'Malley 


toward Tom that day? How could 
anyone comprehend what that child 
had signified in that hour of her loss? 

She shook her head sadly. “Rich- 
ard was not only Richard—he 
Tom too. He was our love made real 
by the touch of God's hand.” 

In the kitchen she could hear the 
faint sounds of the dinner prepara- 


was 


tion as the housekeeper busied her: 
self with the evening meal. The faint 
hum of a song mingled with the clat- 
ter of pots and pans. 

The tinkle of the bell at the rectory 
door interrupted the humming and 
the old housekeeper emerged from 
the kitchen. 

“Is Father in?” It 
girl's voice coming from 


was a 
the 


young 
door: 
step. 

“Come in, dear.” The wrinkled 
face of the housekeeper was wreathed 
in smiles. “Father isn’t in just now. 

will you wait?” 

“I guess I had better .. the 
girl hesitated. “While I was at the 
store, Father left word with our land: 
lady that he wanted to see me. It 
must be something about the Altar 
Society meeting Thursday night.” 

Jean Collins nodded pleasantly as 
the young girl seated herself at the 
other end of the davenport. She was 
a pretty child with her wide blue eyes 
and her tiny, delicate mouth. — Jeas 
guessed that the girl was about nine 
teen. 

The housekeeper lingered in th 
doorway. “Make yourselves comfort 
able,” she said pleasantly. 
the young girl said 
as the housekeeper retreated to th 
kitchen. “I don’t know what Fathet 
do without Mrs. O’Malley 
She’s just like a mother to all of us 


Mr 


“She's nice,” 


would 


“She seems very capable,” 
Collins returned. 

“Oh, she is! The girl chuckle 
softly. “She scolds Father just lik 
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she would one of her own boys. She 
had seven. Father says if Mrs. O’Mal- 
ley had her way, she would mother 
the Pope himself! The girl smiled 
“Are you new here?” 

The older woman hesitated uncer- 
tainly, “I’m here more or less on a 
visit.” 

“T hope you enjoy your stay with 
us.” 

She was surprised at her own 
words. “I honestly don’t expect to. 
You see. it concerns a rather touchy 
family matter. That’s why I 
came to the rectory.” 

The reflected 
her genuine sympathy. “I do hope 
Father will be able to help you.” 
Jean Collins was surprised at her 
overwhelming urge to confide in the 
girl. Perhaps it was because she had 
bottled her for 
such a long time. There had bee 
no one really to whom she could turn 
for sympathy and_ understanding 
Since the death of her mother, she 
had carried her sadness silently, bit 
terly aware of the loneliness of that 


silence. 


girl’s countenance 


her sorrows inside 


“Perhaps he will,” she said now. 
“And perhaps he won’t. You see, I've 
lost my son. i 

“Oh, I'm sorry!” 


“Not death 


marriage.” 


through through 
She drew a deep even 
breath. “My son married against my 
will. My child was all I had—every 
thing in this world. All of his life 
I lived only for him.” 

“That must be very hard for you.” 
Mrs. Collins’ clasped hands twist 
ed nervously in her lap. “When I re 
fused to my my 
came to this town and married the 
girl. I had never seen her, never even 
She moistened he: 
lips. “He chose this girl above his 
own mother!” 


give consent, 


son 


spoken to her.” 


The young woman was pensive, her 
eyes seeking the gentle face of Christ 
above the fireplace. 

“IT suppose I love him even more 


than most mothers love their sons 
because on the night he was born I 
made a hasty judgment.’ She 


trembled as she recalled how angry 
she had been at Richard’s father, how 


unjustly she had accused him for 
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The Capable Mrs. O’ Malley 


failing to be with her when she need 
ed him most. 

But surely, God had forgiven her 
that rash anger. Still, even He might 
not approve of the fact that she had 
come to the rectory this day to ask 
that Father Walters request her son 
to meet her here, instead of his hom: 


The idea of facing her son’s wife wes 


impossible. 

The stillness of the room was leaden. 
Even the hum from the kitchen had 
ceased. Only the whisper of the clock 
mn the bookcase penetrated the quiet 
of the room. 

“Your must love 
much,” the girl whispered at last. 


son you very 


The mother smiled faintly. “Once 


ke did 
treated the two of them. 
shook her head. “I doubt 
his wife would even speak to me!” 
“Can you judge her without giv 


‘ng yourself the opportunity to know 
her? And without giving her the 


chance to love you as your son does?” 


but now, after the way I’ve 
.” She 
whether 


Jean Collins nodded indulgently. 
“Child, what would you know of 
things?” Absently she picked 
newspaper from the 
the divan. Her glance 
page, seeing little of 
the print except the headlines. At the 
lower left column she paused and 
blinked in bewilderment. 

“FATHER WALTERS AT- 
TENDING CONFERENCE IN 
CHICAGO,” it read. 

Puzzled, she sought the dateline 
of the paper. It was today’s paper! 

A faint shuffle at the kitchen door 
caught her attention. She sought the 


such 
up the evening 
end table beside 
swept over the 


source of the sound. No one was 
there. Unless unless Mrs. 
O'Malley was eavesdropping! But 


why would Mrs. O'Malley do that? 

Abruptly Jean Collins turned to 
stare at the young girl by her side. 
There were unashamed tears glisten- 
ing in the girl’s eyes! 


“You're 
wife!” 


Richard's 


you're 





“Yes.” The word was more 
sob than anything else. 

“Why didn’t you tell me?” 
choked. 

“I—I didn’t know who you were 
until you told me about you and 
Richard. Then, when I tried to tell 
you how much Richard and I love 
you, it seemed as though I had no 
voice at all. . . . I wanted so desper- 
ately to make you like me 

Jean Collins fought back the mois 
ture that was rising to her own eyes. 
“IT had you pictured so differently,” 
she managed to say. “You're not at 
ill as I thought you would be. Any- 
one would be proud to have you for 
1 daughter!” Her arms reached out 
to the girl beside her. “Your name is 
Helen, isn’t it?” 

The girl nodded mutely as her 
arms swept around her new mother 

“How many times can a woman 
make the same mistake?” Jean Col- 
lins asked herself, holding the girl 
That night when Richard was 
born, later when Richard asked her 
permission to marry a strange girl 

With a prayer of thanks, she 
turned humbly to the Image above 
the fireplace. 

Mrs. O'Malley came bustling into 
the room wiping her hands on the 
hem of her apron. “I’m afraid I have 
some bad news for you,” she began, 
glancing first at Jean and then at 
her daughter-in-law. “Father 
be in this evening. ; 


cl Se. 


won't 


“But someone called just a short 
time ago and said that he wanted me 
to come to the rectory to discuss some 
matter with him!” Helen tilted her 
head querulously. 

“They did?” Mrs. O'Malley al- 

lowed her gaze to wander innocently 
toward the ceiling. ““Now, isn’t that 
odd?” Finally, she shrugged. “Very 
odd,” she said again. 
Collins, holding her new 
daughter close, met the innocent face 
of Mrs. O’Malley with a heartfelt 
smile. What was it Helen had said 
about Mrs. O’Malley? That Mrs. 
O'Malley, given the opportunity, 
would mother the Pope himself? 

“The Holy Father could do worse,” 
she told herself happily. 


Jean 


UT OMNES 


UNUM SINT 
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THE WATCH 
A. Sinnot, 
$2.50. 

This is a handy little volume that busy 
priests will find very helpful in conducting 
Holy Hours for the faithful. In it the 
author, who is the Archbishop of Winni- 
peg, has followed a very practical plan 
and has given us a convenient arrange- 
vent for each month of the year. In ad- 
dition two extra Holy Hours are included 
for Holy Thursday and for the Forty 
Hours. The plan of the book consists of 
ir troductory prayers followed by a set of 
three considerations on the Holy Euchar- 
ist for each hour based on Gospel inci- 
dents in the life of Our Lord. Each of 
these considerations is in turn followed by 
an appropriate prayer to fit the meditation 
given. Then in an appendix to the work 
the litany of the Sacred Heart and further 
elected prayers are offered for use at the 
discretion of the priest. 

The reflections in this book are for the 
most part excellent. They are framed 
gainst a solid scriptural background, and 
for that reason are very satisfactory. A 
few of the reflections stand out more 
prominently than the others, especially the 
one written for the Forty Hours which 
has a very special appeal. Readers will 
also like very much the prayers appended 
to each meditation. They are composed 
so well that they should strike a respon- 
sive chord in most of those who attend the 
Holy Hour services. Because of these and 
other reasons we would heartily recom- 


mend this little book. 


IS IT A SAINT'S NAME? Compiled by 
Rev. William P. Dunne. Chicago: In- 
tegrity Supply. 25c 
At last there has appeared an inex: 

pensive booklet, easily within the means 

of everybody’s purse, which lists Chris- 

tian names for boys and girls. Is it a 

Saint's Name? lists more than 3000. An- 

other interesting fact is that many of 

these names are quite unusual 
should satisfy those parents who insist 
that their child will not have to go 
through life with a commonplace name. 

Ve highly recommend this booklet and 

advise newlyweds to obtain a 

themselves 


By the Most Rev 
D.D. Milwaukee: 


Alfred 
Bruce 


and so 


copy tor 
It should prove very handy 


THE MASS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
By Rev. Joseph / Dunney. New 
York: The MacMillan Company. $2.50. 
This is a book for older children and 

P Dunney, in his own inimitable 
y describes the ceremonies and ex- 

plains the prayers of the Mass in a lan- 


guage which 
After reading 
but appreciate 
rifice of the 


they can easily understand, 
this book, they cannot help 
fully the Holy Sac 
The Sisters in 
parochial should welcome 
little book and use it as a text in 
religion classes in the lower elementary 
grades. It can even be read with profit 
by adults. This reviewer found it 
ating from beginning to end 


more 
Mass 


schools 


fascin 
I 


THE DEER CRY 
of Eirinn. By 
New York 
$3.00 
Ever Patrick set foot on 

Ireland’s shore, first as a slave and then 

as its Apostle, he has been the subject 

of countless legends and stories. Many of 
these are stock tales and we have 

or read them over and over again 

strangely enough, we never tire of them, 

The reason is not difficult to discover, 

St. Patrick’s great mission to the pagan 

isle of Eirinn and his heroic crusade to 

convert it to Christianity has always 
excited the imagination of men. The Deer 

Cry is but another interpretation of St. 

Patrick's life and work. 

Reviewing this book is 
for it has afforded me many hours of 
delightful reading. I am confident that 
the same pleasure awaits others who may 
choose to read it. Although written 
fiction, the book makes an honest effort 
to adhere to the facts as they were. In 
many cases, this is almost impossible and 
even here the author fo'lowed the inter 
pretations supported by scholars and his 
toriars. Briefly then, the thesis may 
stated in the author’s own words. “Hig 
tory supports most of this tale,” he write 
in a prefatory note, “logic and the way 
of ancient Eirinn support the rest.” 

One of the chief merits of 
is the inclusion of the text of 
of St. Patrick's writings and 
which were preserved by the 
the Dark Ages. Perhaps the most 
ing of these is his awe-inspiring 
“The Deer's Cry,” from which the 
takes its title. The occasion for this hymal 
is one of the most dramatic episodes if 
the entire book. He began it, as he anf 
his followers were about to undertake 
dangerous journey from Slane to Ta 
with pagan enemies lying in wait 
them. It is a hymn of love for God a 
of their faith in Him. Like the 
they made their way swiftly and 
and defenselessly, relying solely on 
mercy of God. It ended in glorious 
umph. St. Patrick and the Faith 
quered. - 


A Novel of Patrick 
William G. Schofield, 


Longmans, Green and Co, 


since St 


a pleasant task 





